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ALL ABOUT FOOTBALL 


IHAT'S your dream job? Does it 


have something to do with sitting 


around talking about, writing about, 
watching and tes 
obssession and fascination? 

Not many of us can be that lucky, 
but somehow I lucked out. 


There's never been a better time to get 
ineo football in Australia. The game is 


booming all over the 
county, Kids are playing ie, 
women are playing it, 
blokes who never thought 
they'd get into “soccer” are 
finally seeing the round- 
ball code as a proper sport. 
‘There a many reasons 
for this, bua key one is 
the manner in which fans 
have got behind the 
Hyundai A-League from 
day one, Granted, the competition 
is not perfect — but then again, 
that’s why we love football 


The A-League has given Aussie fans 


the chance to take ownership of the 


sport like never before. And that’s where 


we come in, 


Our aim is to give you something you 
can’t get anywhere else. The sport is open 


rching your lifelong 


to anyone who wants to get involved 
and so is Australian Football Weekly, 

This magazine is really just evolution. 
As more people follow the game, it’s only 
natural they should have a dedicated 


analysis from some of the best and 
brightest in the Australian game, 


at itand we'te up to the challenge. 


tell us why you play the game. Talk 


@@me A-League has given fans the chance 
to take ownership of the sport like 
never before - even blokes who thought 


they'd never get into “soccer”. | | 
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FIFAGS 


Melbourne Victory and the 
Hyundai A-League, star striker 

Archie Thompson has extended 
his contract as the club’s marquee 
player for a further two years. 

Thompson, 29, who holds 
the record for most goals in 
the A-League with 30 from 58 
appearances, including five in 
the grand final against Adelaide 
in 2007, has now signed on until 
the end of the 2010/11 season. 

Speaking ahead of Victory's 
clash this weekend against 
Adelaide, Thompson said, “I just 
love the club. I’ve been here since 
day one. | enjoy Melbourne, my 
wife loves Melbourne. My kids are 
settled here. The team and the 
supporters, | just love. | think we've 
got'a great side, and | want to be 
a part of the future going forward.” 


| N BIG NEWS for both 


“It's a fantastic result for both 
Archie and Melbourne Victory and 
for our fans and supporters,” says 
Victory Football Operations 


Coach Ernie Merrick said 
Thompson was a vital part of his 
on-field plans and it was very much 
a positive to have his three-man 


Manager Gary Cole. “It was a great striker force secured beyond the 


coup for Melbourne Victory when 
we signed Archie to get him back 
from Europe and it’s a great coup 
now. He’s been a fantastic asset 
for our football club and for the 
A-League in general, as well as 
the Socceroos.” 

Thompson will be 32 when the 
deal finishes, but says he isn’t 
interested in a longer-term deal. 
“I'm sure I've got plenty of good 
years left in me,” he says. “It’s not 
always about the money. I’m just 
happy to be part of the set-up. 
| like to think it's one of the best 
clubs in Australia. | just want to 
win championships and | think 
this is a club that can do it.” 


current season. 

“it’s just great to have signed 
up Danny Allsopp, Archie and 
Ney Fabiano for the long-term. 
Danny and Archie are the two 
highest goalscorers of all time 
in the league. So, from a coach's 
perspective, it's pretty much ideal.” 
Merrick says.» 

The dynamic striker also holds 
the worldrecord for most goals 
in an international match, when 
he netted 13 times against 
American Samoa in 2001 and will 
now lead Melbourne Victory into 
its new home at Melbourne 
Rectangular Stadium, which 
is due to open late next year. 


FOR PERTH GLORY captain Jamie Coyne 
(below), he’s hoping his side’s luck is about to 
change... against Queensland Roar. “They're 
a team we've struggled ro bear in the past,” he 
explains. “They're an energetic side, but 
they're not doing as well as they hoped either 
and with us being at home, we'll be looking 
to dominate them. 

“[ell be quite an entertaining match.” 


WHEN A RESULTS exched in to the 
history archives, there’s no removing it. But, 
for Melbourne Victory captain Kevin Muscat, 
he sees it as a source of motivation for their 
opponents this weekend, Adelaide United. 
He realises a result the magnitude of the 6-0 
defeat Adelaide suffered at the hands of 
Melbourne in the 2007 grand final will 
always spur them on. 

“We've had some great battles against 
Adelaide,” Muscat explains. “Without doubt 
they'll still have that day ar Telstra Dome 
etched in their memories and they'll want to 
get a result to remove that from their memories. 

“Buc chat was a long time ago and, for us, 
certainly, we've forgotten about it and moved 
on, bur it Ikalways be there in history.” 


i IN THE GROOVE 

ADELAIDE UNITED WILL be boosted 
by the return of playmaker Diego, who's in 
contention for the match against Melbagrne 
Victory. It’s good news for Adelaide, as they 
approach a busy September schedule, which 
sees them come up against Melbourne and 
Sydney, as well as Japanese champions Kashima 
Antlers in the AFC Champions League. 
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Having missed 
Adelaide's first three 
games, Diego (left) has 
been under an intense 
training regime to get 
himself match fit. 

“It has been about a 
month, but everything 
is going well,” he says of 
his recent regimen, “I'm 
training with the group 
and will hopefully be 
included to play Melbourne. 


“Tehas been a hard week, doing two sessions 
a day every day, so I’m just trying to get 
through it.” 


IT 
HOT ON THE heels of the announcement 
of Gold Coast United, the team’s been quick 


to secure the services of experienced ex- 


Socceroo Paul Okon as assistant coach to 
Miron Bl 
to ivand Gold Coast, as a place, deserves 
to have a football team and a football 
team that’s successful,” Okon tells AFW, 
“Ie’s my first opportunity to get into 

coaching and it's come earlier than I 
thought, but having played overseas and 
played under many managers I can pass 


T'm really looking forward 


my experience on to the younger lads in 
the team.” 

And speaking of former coaches, Okon 
singles one out for particular praise: former 
Socceroo coach Terry Venables. “He was 
the stand out,” Okon says, “I remember that 
when I played under him I thought to myself 
that when I get into coaching I'd do many 
things the way he did — his man 
management was really good.” 

But when Gold Coast United kicks-off 
its fucure at the start of the next season, 
Okon will be standing beside coach Miron 
Bleiberg, and it’s an opportunity he's 
relishing, “Miron is very colourful, but 
he’s very professional too ~ he wants to 
play attacking football, but we have to find 
balance because results ate also important.” 

Plus there 
rest of the Hyundai 
Al 3 
of Gold Coast's 
maiden season in 
2009/10. “We want 
Skilled Park to be 
a place where away 

jon’t come 
away with 
anything,” Okon 
warns their soon- 
to-be challengers 


an ominous warning to the 


teams 


8 AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL WEEKLY 


of a new club, Gold Coast 

United, as one half of the 
exciting A-League expansion. On 
the back of this news, we spoke 
to Gold Coast United CEO Clive 
Mensink (above right) about his 
vision on this new chapter. 


N EXT YEAR SEES the birth 


You must be really excited about 
Gold Coast United? 

Yes, very excited. We've been 
hanging on the approval for a 
couple of months now, and it was 
just good to get the nod last week. 
How much will an A-League 
team mean to the Gold Coast? 
It's going to mean a lot, especially 
to the kids. It’s giving them a 
pathway for their future and that’s 
something we want to establish 
and get going in the schools and 
the junior clubs. We also want 

to provide good coaching and 
information to those coaches 

who are in the programmes 

How difficult will it be competing 
with the other codes in the Gold 
Coast? Is it much of an issue? 
At the end of the day, we're happy 
to compete against anyone, 
regardless. The other codes don't 
really give us a serious problem; 
there's a certain fan that comes to 
football, just like there’s a certain 
fan that goes to rugby league — 

| just hope they'll both support 

the Gold Coast A-League club. 


WWW. A-LEAGUE 


Is the announcement of the Gold 
Coast team a positive sign of 
where the A-League is heading? 
| hope so. I'm very supportive of 
the expansion the FFA is doing. 
Obviously, you do want to expand 
a good product, but you've also got 
to be careful not to expand it too 
soon. While | accept there's an 
expansion program in place, | hope 
it's constantly reviewed and it's not 
expanding for the sake of expanding, 
We want to maintain a good product. 
And Skilled Park will be a good 
venue for A-League matches... 
Skilled Park is a terrific venue for 
football — it's terrific for whatever 
sport is played there. You're right 
on top of the game and the 
atmosphere seems to be kept 

in the stadium 

How do you think coach Miron 
Bleiberg will go? 

The Bleiberg direction will be very 
good, he's got a wealth of 
experience ~ we've been having 

a few late night chats. 

Animated ones? 

Never animated. We're just good 
football fans. You can interpret that 
the way you want [laughs] — Miron 
and | are very similar in the way 
we're thinking, in regards to the 
criteria we're looking for in certain 
players, or the type of players we 
want to represent the Gold Coast. 
What sort of players are you 
looking for? 


COM.AU 


We definitely need players who will 
be ambassadors and to represent 
the club and the region, Players 
who will interact well with the 
community and players who 

will maintain 100 per cent 
professionalism when they're 

on the pitch... as well as off it. 

Of course. Speaking of which, 
have you compiled a list of 
potential marquee signings? 
We're reviewing it as we go - it's 
‘ongoing until we get permission 

to contact players. 

What timeframe are you looking 
at to assemble the squad? 
Pre-season starts about Apr 1, so 
we would like to have 80 per cent 

— if not more than that — penned 
up by that stage. 

What's it going to mean to 

you when the first match gets 
underway at Gold Coast United? 
It's going to be very surreal, we 
hope we can do the right thing by 
the Gold Coast public and put on 

a show they'll be proud of 

Have you started dreaming 
about holding the A-League 
trophy in 2010? 

Well, we're going out there to win it 
—| don't think there's any question 
about that. The only reason we're 
putting the team out there is to win, 
we don’t want to go out there and 
be stuffed pillows for people. The 
idea is that whoever puts on a shirt 
will always give 100 per cent. 


Friday 12 September 2008 


HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE LADDER ROUN! 
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HOT SHOTS 


THE start to the Hyundai A-League 
season 2008-09 has been perfect for 
the neutral - and Melbourne Victory 
fans. The opening three rounds have 
plenty of produced goals. This is how 
the first three rounds of goals compare 
to the previous three seasons: season 
one: 25; season two: 30; season three 
22; and season four: 45 


Foxaiis 


Dream striker: |s Matt Simon 
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SIGN UP NOW Fa 

THINK you're good enough to manage your own Hyundai A-League team 
and take on the big heads and big mouths of Australian Football Weekly? 
Head to Foxsports.com.au and footballweekly.aleaguefantasy.foxsports. 
com.au and sign up for our Fantasy A-League. Scoring starts round five. 
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EVERY GAME LIVE & EXCLUSIVE 


SELECTED GAMES AVAILABLE ON FOX SPORTS HD 


at) <SP 82 sasta FOXTEL 


www. v.foxsports. com.au — sidicve “2082 131 787 


(3) PAUL TRIMBOLI: IN THE CUT 


LOCAL CLASS 


You don’t have to look too far for moments of quality,in football; 
PAUL TRIMBOLI proves the A-League has what it takes to entertain 


“i OMENTS OF GENUINE quality...” The 


Amaral, t00, finds his team a goal down, when he 
decides to push forward from his more accustomed 
holding midfield role. 

Bulloch’s interchange with Trinidad splits 
» Newcastle's rear guard, and from 
.-deep in the right corner Amaral 
volleys a tantalising, curving cross 
that is met by the rampaging Dadi, 
who climbs high to power a header 
past Covic. 


English Premier League, the Serie A or 

Primera Liga? | hear the debate often and 
have heard good arguments for all sides. | follow all 
three and enjoy the weekly 
dose of highlights. | love 
those memorable moments 
in the games, the moments 
of genuine quality that get 
me off my seat. Lately | have 
found that those moments 
are not just confined to the 
big three... 


Arsenal v Adelaide 

Arsenal, so often the masters 
when it comes to intricate 
attacking play in the attacking 
third, turned it on against 
Newcastle United at the Emirates. 

They carved their opposition 
open over and over with their 
awareness, movement and 
willingness to share the football. 
} Already a goal up, Adebayor 

surged into the box and returned 
the ball to Eboue, who with the 
goal in sight kept his composure 
to back heel into the path of 
the late arriving Van Persie. He in 
turn crashed the ball past a helpless 
Shay Given. 

Rewind to Hindmarsh Stadium 
and rampant United are tormenting 
Wellington Phoenix. 

A sweeping 70-yard attack results 
in Reid collecting a short pass from 
Cristiano, 30 yards from goal. He 
eliminates five Phoenix opponents 
with an exquisite through ball played 


Deco v Cole 
Away at Wigan — Deco, the 
Portuguese conjuror, in his 
second Premier League start 
for Chelsea, produces 
a sublime moment of skill. He 
lifts the ball over the defensive 
wall, deceiving Mike Pollitt in 
the Latics goal to score what 
proves to be the winner. 

On the same weekend 


Shannon Cole (right) was also "aa 
‘on his second start, but for 7, 
It's true we 


Sydney FC against Central Coast. 
He shows poise beyond his CV 
to also decide a game - a clever have a growing 
touch from the set piece is so inch 
perfect that the ball clips the post on competition but 
its way past a flailing Vukovic. You . 

for ‘moments of 

quality’ the 
A-League is with with the outside of his right boot. 
The precise pass releases 

the best of LL | Pantelis who has run hard from 
Cd he 


Ronaldinho v Amaral 
The San Siro in bright sunshine 
reveals a home debut for a Brazilian 
with a point to prove. 
Late in the first half, with Milan 
trailing Bologna 0-1, Ronny drifts 
into the outside left position and takes possession. 
He puts an opponent off balance as he checks back 
on to his right foot. Then, off one step, he delivers a 
curling ball into that teasing area just outside the six- 
yard box. It hangs in the air invitingly for Ambrosini, 
who times his run and leap to perfection to head past 
Antonioli for a welcome equaliser. 

In a different time zone far away, another Brazilian 
\is at his Perth home debut, and looking to impress. 


would be hard pressed to argue his 
inside his own half. Calm and 


celebratory tumble run isn't equally 
as impressive! 
collected, he steadies before slipping 
the football back across the face of 
goal to an appreciative Cristiano, who steers home 
the unmissable. 


This is a beautiful game at its finest and these are 
the moments that have the fans on their feet. 

Itis true we have a growing competition and there 
will be a lot more improvement, but | tell you what, 
when it comes to ‘moments of genuine quality’, the 
A-League stacks up with the best of them.. 
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GLORY ADD MIDFIELD STRENGTH 

PERTH GLORY HAVE added strength and 
resolve their squad wih the signing of 
Queenslander Wayne Sthoj on a one-year deal. 

Sthoj, a 26-year-old defensive midfielder, 
has spent the past four years in Romania and 
had already played for Glory in the NSL. 

“Ie’s been a while since I last played in 
Australia and I'm really looking forward to 
putting the Glory shire back on and getting 
out there with the boys,” Sthoj says. 

Having been training with Perth for the past 
two weeks, Srhoj is already pressing for a start 
in an upcoming A-League match for Glory. 

“I'm feeling fitter with every session and I'll 
continue to work overtime to show the coach 
I'm ready to go,” he says, “When I was last 
here Perth Glory was the standout team in 
Australian football and I sce no reason why 
they can't be again.” 

Coach Dave Mitchell has identified the 
reasons for Srhoj’s signing, “Wayne is an 
accomplished player who is technically very 
good and has excellent passing range. 

“He is a great addition and he'll be very 
important for us throughout the campaign.” 


MARINERS HIT WITH ELRICH INJURY 
THE NEWS OF key midfielder Ahmad 
Elrich’s season-ending injury has rocked 
the Mariners’ camp just three games in, 

‘The knee injury was sustained against 
Queensland Roar in round three, but 
although a big loss for the team, coach Lawrie 
McKinna remains calm. “It’s never good 
getting injuries, especially so early in the 
season,” he says. “But we've got a lot of talent 
in the squad. We'll keep our options open but 
we've got good depth in the squad which is 
proving important.” 


SYDNEY'S 
TIMPANO HIT 
FOR SIX 

Sydney FC 
defender Jacob 
‘Timpano has been 
ruled out for up to 
six weeks after 
undergoing minor 
surgery to remove 
a bone spur from 
his ankle, 

The news comes after the 22-year-old sat 
out most of the past two seasons with injuries, 
but had made an encouraging start to this 
season. Timpano remains upbeat, however. 

“Including all the pre-scason games, I've 
started nine matches and haven't missed a beat 
with any form of injury,” he says. “This is just 
a little setback and everything else is positive.” 

Coach John Kosmina praised Timpani’s 
attitude and is looking forward to seeifig him 
back in the side soon. “Jake’s shown plenty of 
character at a time when he was eneded by the 
team,” Kosmina says. 
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Australia v Holland 


How Holman and Kennedy 
can solve the goal-drought 


_AS EACH SOCCEROOS squad is 
“announced, the same questions seemed 
to be raised, One of these is what to do 
without Mark Viduka? On Saturday 
in Eindhoven, we saw perhaps che best 
answet to that question yer to be offered; 
Josh Kennedy and Brett Holman. 

First to Josh Kennedy. The beanpole 
Albury-Woodongan doesn’t provide 
the threat, or security in possession, at 
ground level as Viduka does, but he is a 
better aerial target and with a better goal 
yield from that department already, If 
the team can arrange its affairs to service 
this advantage, consistently, then goals 
will come. 

Many speculated that Scott McDonald 
would slip-in adjacent to Kennedy where 
the nwo would complement each other 
nicely. Ir hasn't really happened that way 
yer, McDonald is a poacher more chan 
he is’ prompter and pare of Kennedy's 
impact has to take effect further away 
from the penalty area rather than merely 
receiving high balls amongst a phalany 
of desperate defenders, 

So then, to Brett Holman, who's been 
able to find his feet from the elongated 
opportunity afforded him, Finally, 
in Bindhoven, he showed that, post- 
Viduka, he andl Kennedy can provide 
an alcetnative, together, Holman offers 
variety and mobility, Where Kennedy 
attracted the attention of Holland's 
central defenders, Holman was able, 
more so than previously, to slip away 
from the line and glide into space to 
receive the ball or to attack the vacancy, 
‘There was subtlety in his offerings if 
hot composure in the finishing, As a 
youngster Holman scored plenty of 

aise use “indhowen asa 
peaoanwbile rediscovering his inner 
child, the result could be very exciting 
for the national team, 

Whilse ir’s ‘ot yet a case of “thanks but 
we'll be right from hete Dukes”, this was 
the closest the Socceroos have come to a 
potendial long-term, sustainable answer 
for Australia up-front, 
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(oD DAVID LOWE: THE LOWE DOWN 


NUMBERS GAME .& 


Are stats just a bunch of digits with little or no relevance in the game? 
DAVID LOWE attempts to make sense of the conundrum 


renown than Simon Hill first uttered the phrase, 

“There are lies, damned lies and statistics.” But 
when the Fox Sports commentator reached for that 
quote during a recent Hyundai A-League match, 
it planted a seed in my head. 

When my belated request for a media pass was 
expediently processed by the FFA, | was delighted to 
receive a copy of the official guide to season 2008/09, 
and the seed was fertilised further. 

There is that much juicy information to digest, 

''m picturing accountants, statisticians and football 


nuts sneaking secretive glances 


I RELIABLY INFORMED that someone of greater 


at the contents in their lunch hours, 
while the newsagent concentrates 
‘on the pimply teenagers near the 
girly magazines. 

But what do all the statistics 
mean? Are they relevant? Can 
we improve their functionality? 

The first stat to jump out at me 
was that of Mile Jedinak making 104 
effective tackles in season three of 
the A-League. 

That's a daunting thought for 
someone like me, whose lifetine 
tally, including school games and 
training sessions, wouldn't remotely 
approach three figures. In fact, I've 
just retrospectively demoted myself 
from “former ball player” to “ex- 
fanny merchant”, on the grounds 
of neglect of defensive duties 

But what is an effective tackle? 

\s it purely the dispossession of 

an opponent? Should we grade 

the tackle? Say one point for 
dispossession, two points for 
possession going to your side. Should a last ditch 
tackle to prevent a scoring opportunity be worth more 
than a 50-50 tackle on the sideline near halfway? 

In the less cultured days of yesteryear, I'm sure 
some of my teammates would have insisted on three 
points for a tackle that won possession and hurt 
the opponent, and up to five points if the opponent 
received medical treatment or had to be substituted. 

In a lot of ways the stats are like the AFL, in that the 
number of involvements and possessions are valued 
on a higher level than the end product. 

Although, in a stellar season such as the one Joel 
Griffiths just enjoyed, heavy stats like top two finishes 
in categories including'most fouls won and conceded: 


I can't 
comprehend how game time, he was clearly the most 
a Safely-tirst 
pass can have 
the same value 
in a statistical 

Sense as = _ 
a perfectly 
timed defence- 


i Song has the tech id 
splitting nay AEN eel ot 


most offsides; and most shots, and shots on target; 
were backed up by the end product, in a season high 
14 goals. 

But perhaps the stats that baffle me the most are 
the ones for passing and assists. 

| just can't comprehend how a safety-first negative 
pass of say five metres, can have the same value 
ina statistical sense as a perfectly timed defence- 
splitting pass. 

To me, this is the same principle as my belief 
that assists should be awarded for the creation 
of clear scoring opportunities, without relying on 
another player to score, before 
itis acknowledged, 

For evidence | call on the 
diminutive Brazilian Juninho’s 
contribution to Sydney FC last 
year. Despite injury, and limited 


creative and intuitive passer in the 
competition (just ask Alex Brosque), 
but is credited with an equal season- 
high five “goal assists” - closer to 
five assists a game by my reckoning. 
Newcastle are widely regarded 
as having the best passing side 
in the league, but since the 
departure of Paul Okon and Stu 
Musialik, they don’t really have 
any one individual who you would 
classify as an outstanding passer 
of the ball. Perhaps they are a good 
possession team. 
Their young Korean Jin Hyung 


Miller and Steve Corica as the most 
creative passers in the league, 
though I'm not sure the stats will back up my opinion. 

Finally, the last word is on our refereeing panel, 
God bless them. By my calculation about 75 per 
cent are involved in the teaching, law enforcement 
or financial management professions. 

Enough said? Make up your own mind, Another 
group of closet party animals if you ask me. And put 
your cards away gentlemen, that is not classified as 
dissent, it’s an educated statistical projection. 

Remember stats don't compete with the beauty 
and artistry of good football - so this weekend I'll 
kick back, enjoy some quality A-League action, and 
consume the 27,994th through 28,000th can of Coke 
in my career. 


” 
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Afternoon, Massimo. It was your birthday last 
week; are you a typical Virgo? 

Yeah, I'm quite tidy. 

Do you like everything to be in the correct 
position and all that? 

Yeah, definitely mate — it has to be. 

And does that transfer over to game day? 
Yeah, everything’s got to go to plan and has to be 
in the right order. And | have to do everything the 
same way in the same order. 
Give us one example... 

| like to have three litres of 
Powerade and a litre-and-a-half 
of water before | leave the house 
or else | feel I'm going to have a 
bad game. 

All that Powerade probably 
explains why you do so much 
running during a game... 

Yeah, maybe, who knows? 
You've only scored one goal in 
your Hyundai A-League career - how come? 
[Laughs.] Yeah, it's a bit disappointing but | 

guess it shows the type of player | am. I'd rather 
somebody else score, and take the 
glory themselves. 

Which midfielder do you 
particularly look forward 
to playing against? 

| always like playing against 
Steve Corica. I've got 

a lot of respect for him 

and what he’s done 
in his career. 


~ Td like'to play 
Kaka. He makes 
it look easy. _ 


The Queensland Roar midfielder opens up on star signs, karaoke and 
why Griffin McMaster shouldn't wear gangster-style clothes 


He'satop midifielder and one we've alwayslooked out 
for. 

In termS of worldwide players, who would you 
most like to come up against? 

I'd like to play against Kaka. He makes it look so 
easy... | wonder what I'd do against him. | wouldn't 
mind getting the chance. If anyone wants to hook 
that up I'll be happy to... 

OK, we'll see if we can hook you up with 

a transfer to Serie A then... 

{Laughs.| 

We reckon you're a bit of an 
unsung hero at Roar; what 
would you sing 

at karaoke? 

Why don't you like me... 

Who sings that? 

[Laughs.] 

Go on, sing it to us... 
[Laughs,] I'm trying to think... 
What's it called again? 


| made it up! 
You made it up? That’s why we didn’t get 
it... So you're a singer/songwriter as well 
as a midfielder? 
{Laughs.] It's one of those things | make up here 
and there. Geez, what song? No woman, no cry. 
Liam Reddy's a bit of a prankster at the Roar, 
do you ever fancy turning the tables? 
All the time. - 
Have you tried to yet? 
No, I'm still thinking about it. 
Who's got the worst hair at the club? 
Michael Zullo. | don't know what he's 
done at the back of his hair, but 
it looks disgusting. 
) Harsh - but probably fair. 
What thrée people, dead 
or alive, would you invite 
to a dinner party? 
Britney Spears, that Kim 
Kardashian chick, and I've 
always liked Natalie Portman. 
Bit of a theme running, then... Who's 
got the worst dress sense at the club? 
Griffin McMaster. 
How bad is it? 
Ah, it’s not too bad. It’s just the clothes 
he wears don’t suit him. He tries to wear 
gangster clothes and it’s really not working 
for him. 
Are you a bit of a style guru yourself? 


[Laughs.] I’m not bad when | try, but living 
in Brisbane, it's usually shorts and thong. 
Speaking of dress sense, what would you 

go as to a fancy dress party? 

Yoda from Star Wars. 

Yoda? When we have an AFW party, you have 
to come as Yoda... OK, maybe not, Tell us 

a joke instead... 

Errr, what do you call a dear with no eyes? 
Dunno mate... 

No eye-dear. 

Oh God... 

[Laughs.] Shocking, isn't it? 

Yes, it is. What's the funniest thing that's 
happened at training recently? 

Josh McCloughan just breaking everyone - | don't 
know what's wrong with him. He’s in one of his 
moods, but he’s breaking everyone’s legs and 

it seems to be the youth players at the moment. 
It’s been quite funny, actually. 

Who's tougher? Craig Moore or Danny Tiatto? 
Ah geez, it’s got to be Danny. 

Danny scares us. What's your favourite movie? 
Dumb & Dumber {laughs}. 

That's one of the best movies ever made. 
Yeah, exactly — it’s a classic. 

Who's going to win the A-League this year? 
Do | have to say Roar? 

You can say whatever you want. 

Probably Sydney. 

Roar as grand finalists? 

We'll make the grand final but Sydney might 
edge us out. 

Our final question... and it’s the most 
important one we've got: Simon Hill’s goatee, 
what’s going on there? 

[Roars with laughter] | never rate Simon Hill with 
any facial hair, he’s just got to sort it out and stay 
clean mate — that suits him best. 


Hahaha fair enough - mate, thanks for that. 
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MARK BO 
@ WORDS Thomas Woodgate 


Fe a man who needs no introduction. 
His credentials speak for th. And 
while his name has become synonymous wit 
his off-field stor sivanshe a 
rightfully belongs, that Mark Bosnic 
reinforce himself-as d 
of Australia’s greats, i 

His arrival in the Flyundai A-League, on 
contract with Qentral Coast Mariners to cover the 
suspended Danny Vukovic, is yet another indication 
of the positive strides being made in the game. 

More importantly, pethaps, irs a watershed for 
Bosnich, This is the start of a new chaprer in his life 
Gone ate the controversies. Gone are the multi-million 
dollar contracts. Gone ate the tabloid columns. 


And what's left is so much more newsworthy. So 
much more interesting, Here we have a player, one of 
the best this country has ever produced, returning to ply 
his trade, 


Better still, Bosnich is hungry. He's not here for a 
vacation, He's not here to turn out for a few games, 
earmihis"fnoney and disappe: 

Spend just two minutes t 
passion and determination in 
burning desire to do wellyta Smale a re 
dhifiiée in a league hejdScribes as in “ 
state’/and possegiill ccandardichnn 

Better stillyou believe what he’s saying, Its from 
the heart, It’ sincere, And just as he’s happy to be 
happy to have him back 
‘The positive effect isn’t lost on his new teammates, 
cither. “It’s f 
captain Alex Wi 
with the boys 

“Bos is a larger than life 


He's a man on a missioy 


go of this 
n exceptional 
cellent 


here, we’ 


having Bos around,” Mariners’ 


kinson says. “He’ fitted in really well 


haracter, he’s very loud in the 
change-room and you can't shut him up, even if you 
want to, He’ a great person to have around the club.” 
“Ts been an enjoyable and positive experience (haying 
Bosnich at Central Goast),” Mariners’ goalkeeper coach 
John Grawley explains. “It’s good to see him back on 
track and loving life again. 
“IS huge for the club and to get players like Mark 
into our league is a real bonus. 
}oys appreciate havi 
lity: He likes to take the 


JAN FOOTBALL WEERLY | 


| 


Now | he's returned home, it’s a time of celebration for former Australia| 
SNICH, Central Coast\Mariners and, of course, the Hyund 


6 rm humbled. 1m just 
trying to keep things in 
perspective. I'm taking it 
step by step and it has 
tobe lke thal. my 


boys take the mickey out of him, too. I¢s.a colourful 
environment when he’s there. 

But forall the bravado and brashness, Bosnich still has 
his quicter moments, like before his debut against 
Queensland Roar, in round three at Suncorp Stadium, 

“Up until 10 minutes before we went out to warm up 
he was reading a book quietly in the corner of the 
room,” Wilkinson explains. “Once you get him 
out on the pitch though, he’ loud for 90 minutes 

*Ies good to ha 


a goalkeeper speaking all the time 


it keeps the defence switched on. 
en when we went 3-0 up he was still in our cars 
making sure we concentrated.” 

One look in Bosnich’ eyes at half-time of the 
Queensland game, and thar was all the indication you 
needed of his seriousness. The VV! camera in the 
Mariners’ dressing room revealed a man deep in 
thought, composing himself for the job ahead, ensuring 
fhe was there for the team that has welcomed him with 
ae Nor that Bosnich was aware we were all with 

© in spirit anyway — during the half-time break. 


WWW Bue Ee 


Those are 
obviously very candid 
moments, but I'm definitely 
focused and here to do my job for Central 
Goast,” Bosnich tells us. 


of myself.” 


“T want to give a good account 


And, on both fronts, he is cert 


doing so. Buc his 
presence reaches further than one player covering for 
another during a suspension period — Bosnich sees 

it as his chance to give something back. 

“[¢s.a wonderful opportunity to come back and 
spend time at home,” he says, “Also, to try and give 
something back to the game that nursed me as a child. 
‘IFT have anything to prove, it would be to mysclé 
‘And it in that defiance you sense the motivation 


that existed years ago when he was lighting up the stage 
in England and playing for its biggest teams. Now hi 
finally’ gotan Outlet in which to express himself agai 
To be part ofisomething good, something positi 
Sviiile Bosnich laughs at the notion of 
Be says hes “still gor a lot of 
jartment — there are signs his new-found 
acing him in a more mature and 
B, and it’s one he's happy with. 


With Mariners’ first 


Vakovic, 


‘the Olyroo 
lented 


well as the “smart” advice 
‘he’s had passed on 
_ tohim. 


When we 
ask how far 


ve 
pbk ot) 
even my parents ask thi 
t step by step and it has to be 
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SATURDAY 27TH 


IG.A HUG E LINE UP ACROSS TWO STAGES 


THE GALVATRONS : BANG GANG DEEJAYS 
GAMEBOY /GAMEGIRL = GOOD 


SF 
b: 


KATO = BUMBLEBEEZ 
ANNA LUNOE : SAMLA MORE 
MIK THA MENACE : JOHN GLOVER 
ae ow 


ON SALE Ni 


oan CREIS ON: SALE NOW! 
FOOD ALL DAY, E VIEWING. GATES OPEN 11.30AM 


AGUE 


OFFICIAL TEAMS LISTS, ROUND 4: SEPTEMBER 12-14 MV orriciat PROGRAM INSIDE % 


THE 


IN INSURANCE 


@ Perth Glory Newcastle Jets 
v Queensland Roar v Sydney FC 


i Wellington Phoenix v Melbourne Victory 
Central Coast Mariners _v Adelaide United 


@ wyunori 
A-LEAGUE 


To win a Hyundai i30, show, tell or prove how much you love football. 
Simply MMS your entry to 0400 733 733 or visit ilovefootball.com.au 


GP HYUNDAI visit www.i30.com.au or call 1800 186 306 


Drive your way 


MELBOURNE. 


Victory 


Friday, 6pm, 12/09/08 
TELSTRA DOME 


Melbourne Victory 


Adelaide United start a season- 
defining period with their round 
four visit to Melbourne Victory. 
Can the Reds withstand Ernie 
Merrick’s revitalised side? 


HIS fixture will always be one of the biggest 

on our domestic calender, due to that 

unforgettable grand final of the Hyundai 

A-League season two, where Melbourne Victory 
crushed Adelaide United in a very one-sided affair. 
‘The game was also made famous by Archie 
‘Thompson's unstoppable five-goal haul. 

Who knows? The A-League season four may just 
end up with these two in the title decider at the end 
of the season, as both these sides are widely tipped 
to go close in 2008/09. 


AT HOME 


As the best supported team in the competition, 
Melbourne Victory need to turn their home 
— the massive Telstra Dome — into a fortress. (Let's 
face it, with huge local support and an intimidating 
atmosphere it already should be). 

It was Victory’s home form that cost them a place 
in the finals last season: 10 games at the Dome for 


a return of just two wins, five draws and two losses. 
Indications are that this is all about to change, 
as Melbourne have started the season very well. 

A hard-fought draw against arch-rivals Sydney in 
the opener, a convincing 4-2 win in Wellington, and, 
of course, the 5-0 th 
Newcastle suggest they 
disappointing pe 
them and do so in an emphatic style 

Melbourne will start this fixture clear favourites, 


rashing of defending champions 
are ready to put the 
formances of season three behind 


having scored nine goals in their last two games. 
In the Newcastle game, there was no doubt that when 


i Melbourne 
- Victory will start 
this fixture as 


Clear favourites. § ig 


§ Adelaide United 


EVERYTHING TO PLAY FOR 


ROBBIE SLATER 


Archie Thompson (above) came om for the injured 
Michael ‘Thwaite, the game changed instantly and 
Victory played a fast fluent attacking game that 
destroyed the champions. 

Will Ernie Merrick play Thompson, Ney Fabiano, 
Danny Allsopp and Carlos Hernandez from the start? 


It would be tempting, I think that if he does, it will 
certainly be a statement of intent. 
Against the Jets, Jose Luis Lopez and Billy Celeski 
did a great job defensively in the midfield, which 
in turn allowed Hernandez a lor of freedom: 
Tactically, Melbourne and Ade 
different; the Reds like to play with width (they even 
fave genuine wide players) — while Melbourne prefer 
a short-passing game and they keep it quite narrow, 
which seems to suit their direct style. 


THE VISITORS 


Adelaide United enter a period that is certainly going 
to test them in all areas — their first-team quality and 
the strength in depth of their squad. This is a season- 
J idefining few weeks for Aurelio Vidmar's men. 


le are very 


are their much-anticipated AFC As 
eague quarter-final encounter with Japanese giants, 


With the travel involved, as well as the intensi 
of the matche: 


5 two of which 
mpions 


an 


na Andlers, with tough domestic games 
sandwiched inbetween. 


recovery will be crucial for the Reds 
Coming to the Dome, Vidmar’s side's form has been 
good as well: a draw in Queensland, followed by 


» convincing wins over Perth Glory 
Phoenix, should put them in a positi 


and Wellington 
Tame 


of mind to face a fired-up Melbourne side, tf 


you 


been completely convin 


and 


to 


oh AL § SCOR E | 


game will 


an contain (if 


felaide 
selected) 


favour 
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MAJOR SPONSOR 
MELBOURNE VICTORY FC 


Melbourne Victory 


Versus 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 TELSTRA DOME 8PM 
SEASON 2008/09 MATTHEW BREEZE HAKAN ANAZ & SHAUN EVANS SEASON 2008/09 
OVERVIEW OVERVIEW 


PG 
20 Eugene GALEKOVIC (GK) 3 0 0 
10 


soto Michael THWATE | 
0 Steven PACE 4 5 Michael VALKANIS 0 
Sebesian YALL 6 
Matton KEMP 7 
Grant BREBNER 8 
4 Danny ALLSOPP 9 9 Paul AGOSTINO 0 tive ta 
= TO CRISTIANO 203 
oo NEVFABIANO TT | 


Rodrigo VARGAS 12 14 Scott JAMIESON 


0 Mitchell LANGERAK (GK) 20 30 Mark BIRIGHITTI (GK) 0000 


Billy CELESK! 14 19 Sasa OGNENOVSK! 


HEAD-TO-HEAD 


opps 
$1.85 win 00 
3.95 draw 
“Odds courtesy af TAB Sportabot i 
olla Emie MERRICK [MM Aurelio VIDMAR 
ON TARGET OFF TARGET CORNERS FOULS "Teen sts/are subjog to chanve ON TARGET OFF TARGET CORNERS Fouts 


ie at feo! 
5 676 
9 10 1 12 
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OPP SeReee eee 
) 5: CC MARINERS, BLUETONGUE STADIUM x SYDNEY FC, SFS 
) 6: QLD ROAR, TELSTRA DOME ROUND 6; NEWC JETS, HINDMARSH STADIUM 
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Wipe off 5. tAc mu 


EWCASTL, 
“OniTeD = 


Newcastle Jets 


Newcastle Jets face Sydney 
FC at home for round four’s 
biggest clash. For both sides, 
it’s a chance to prove they 
have what it takes this season 


OOTBALLERS are often grateful for a rest, 
but the first of the Hyundai A-League’s 
international breaks could not hi 
a worse time for Newcastle Jets or 
For entirely different reasons, coaches 
Egmond and John Kosmina were left frustrated as 
they pur their feet up last weekend: Kosmina, because 
his team has recently hit spectacular form; and Van 


come at 


ENERGYAUSTRALIA STADIUM 


Saturday, 7pm, 13/09/08 


SYDNEY 
Sydney FC 


iv) 


TEST OF TITLE CREDENTIALS 


Egmond, because hi side couldn't get back in the 
saddle after a painful crash. 

“The way their teams get back in the groove in 
round four will say a lor about their championship 
aspirations for the season. 

Sydney are flying after scoring eight goals in two 
games, and only Melbourne Victory’s demolition 
of Newcastle has kept them off top spot. 

Their 5-2 win over Perth Glory in round three 


was comprehensive, but was in part due to the 
controversial sending off of Glory’s Dino Djulbic 
for spitting. ‘The furor over Djulbic’s subsequent 
five-game ban took away, to some extent, from 

the fact Sydney have been scoring bags of goals. 

tle, by contrast, were on the receiving end 
and couldn't find one in response. It was 


a torturous trip to Melbourne's Telstra Dome for 
the champions, who were a shadow of the organised, 
inventive team that swept to success in the grand final. 


AT HOME 


For all their enticing forward play last year, Newcastle 
kept a solid defence — so the amateurish displays of 
key men Jade North and Ante Covic at the back in the 
thrashing by Melbourne were particularly hard to take 
for Van Egmond. 

North was badly affected when his dream move 
to Europe fell over, where he seemed set to make the 
shift, and Van Egmond has publicly called on him to 
regain his focus at Newcastle. 

One of the more peculiar challenges the coach 
faces, even as the championship winner last season, 


& HYUNDAI 
A-LEAGUE 


ey 


pe 


m if Newcastle 
find their mojo, 
they'll give Sydney 
a stern test. 


is reinyenting his squad given the amount of 
departures. A defining issue will be how well new 
signing Jesper Hakansson can {ead the line, with 
carly indications promising, and how Korean star 
Jin®Hyung Song (right) can push on, 

Van Egmond has gone back to basics in training, 
ing verve of last 


determined to rediscover the atta: 


year, and if Newcastle can find their mojo they will 
give Sydney their stefhest tes 
Ie takes a lor to please John Kosmina and Sydney's 


coach couldn't help but complain about his team’s 
performance against Perth, despite the favourable score. 
What worried him was the defending side of the 
team, with Perth gifted goals just as Central Coast had 
been in round two. 
The return of Tony Popovic is not only well-timed 
in light of Jacob Timpano being sent out for an 
ankle operation — it 
offers in the backline 


so restores the experience he 


d adds to the heart of 
Sydney's defence, 

One of the smartest organisers of a back four 
around, Popovic was barking instructions from the 
second he stepped on the pitch in the second half 
against Perth and the return of order was palpable. 


Good luck to every team, \ 


Sydney's spine is either experienced or old 
depending on your take and in the two games they 


won, they were able to dictate the pace for much of it. 


What Kosmina would be happy about is the 
combinations of his forwards, with Steve Corica 
at the heart of an enticing movement. 

The intellig Aark Bridge has been added 
to Coricas flair and Alex Brosque’s pace, and all that 
with marquee man John Aloisi still due to return 
from injury. 


ence of 


/ 
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SYDNEY 
FG 


SEASON 2008/09 


SEASON 2008/09 
OVERVIEW 


OVERVIEW 
Ante COVIC (GK) 1 Clint BOLTON (GK) 
Adam GRIFFITHS 


Jade NORTH 


Joel GRIFE 
Jin-Hyung SONG 10 


Jobe WHEELHOUSE 12 
im D'APUZZO 13 
ZURA 23 


Leading goalscorer: 
Rodriguez, 3 
Goals scored: 5 


.ast season; L 1-0 


HEAD-TO-HEAD 
Played, W, L, D: 11, 2, 5, 4 en K' lv ( 90 0 


3.90 ial : 
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LEAVE AN IMPRESSION 


To get Hyundai A-League fixtures and eve 
aan Sm straight onto your Outlook calendalil do 
your free E-DIARY™ at a-league. com 
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ALEAGUE "><? ~~ THE HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 


DRINK RESPONSIBLY 
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Sunday, 5pm, 14/09/08 
WESTPAC STADIUM 


Wellington and Central Coast 
have been involved in a few 
high-scoring games, yet both 
sides have endured a stuttering 
start to the new season 


NE side’s leaking goals, while the other is 
starting to find its shooting boots. It has all the 
ingredients of a one-sided affair, but since when 
has football been this predictable? 
If football results are always decided on form, this fixture 
has a Central Coast Mariners victory written all over it. 
Wellington Phoenix haven't quite got going this season 
and their defensive signings haven't stopped the goals 
going in, while the Mariners’ frontline is spreading the 
love when it comes to grabbing the net-busters. With 
the two clubs coming off rather contrasting results in 
round three, there's everything to play for — and for 
very different reasons, 


AT HOME 


Pre-season talk: had Wellington Phoenix installed as 
outside bets for a top-four berth, mainly due to the 
signings they'd made. Unfortunately for Phoenix, 
though, eviclence after the opening three rounds hasn't 
supported this confidence, Seven goals conceded in the 
previous two rounds, after an encouraging opening 
round draw with Queensland Roar, has seen the critics 
circling above Wellington. 

Coach Ricki Herbert’ comments that his side werent 
competitive enough in the 3-0 drubbing against Adelaide 
United in round three wont have filled fans with 
optimism. But this is a new week and a home round, so 
improvements will be demanded from Herbert, Another 

feat — even at this early stage — needs to be avoided. 

With striker Shane Smeltz missing up front in the 
side’ last outing, the team lacked the cutting edge that 


© Another deteat 
for Wellington - even 
at this stage - needs 
to be avoided., 


det 


1 Central Coast Mariners 


TIME TO SEIZE THE MO 


looked so promising in the first two rounds. However, 
when he returns to the side, Phoenix will be able to offer 
a lot more in the final third. His contribution shapes the 
side's chances considerably. 

Defensively, Phoenix haven't improved as much as 
was expected in light of their arrivals, including Andrew 
Durante (above), and the spine of the side needs to 
tighten up and apply more cohesion to bring stability 
to the team. 


THE VISITORS 


You can guarantee that Lawrie McKinna’s men will 
be well organised and the nucleus of the side will be 
strong. They've added width this season and the four 
vying for two spots up top — the fruits 
of this were evident in the four goals the team put 
past Rear in round three. 

While Mariners continue to score bags of goals, 
/re conceding them, too, which makes for great 
viewing for the neutral, but McKinna will be looking 
for this area to improve. 


st 


The onus will be on Phoenix to take the game to 
Mariners, to give their season an injection of enthusiasm. 
For Mariners, the opening 20 minutes will be crucial to 
keep the backline intact and not to repeat the opening . 
20 against Sydney FC in round two— where they started 
slowly and trailed before picking up their game. 

Mariners’ industrious midfield will again be the focal 
point of controlling the game and supplying the service 
to the red-hot forward line. They'll have to also be 
on their guard against an energetic start from Phoenix, 
so the midfield tussle will be key early on. #8 
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SONY 


: BRAVIA 
like.no.other 


Sony BRAVIA with built-in Freeview | HD™* is New Zealand's first true HD 
experience without the drama. Just plug in your UHF aerial and enjoy 
superb picture quality from a BRAVIA V Series or W Series LCD TV. 
Digital television is here. And it’s one out of the box. 


Freeview|HD”  like.no.other 


Sony BRAVIA 
with Freeview |HD™ 


32" from $1,899.95 
40" from $2,799.95 


Full HD) 


Sony BRAVIA with Freeview | HD" built-in. ie 
V6 

One less box. One less remote. as val F 

Ten Freeview | HD” channels. ‘ey 3 


sony.co.nz/bravia 


Wellington Phoenix 


Versus 


Central Coast Mariners 


SEASON 2008/09 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 WESTPAC STADIUM 5PM SEASON 2008/09 


STREBRE DELOVSKI MARK RULE & GLEN LOCHRIE 
OVERVIEW 


_ _ OVERVIEW 
Mareen 
aes 


Soe ai ie Leo BERTOS 7 
230 0 SHANE.SMELTZ 9 16 Nigel BOOGAARD 
TING 


3 Michael FERRANTE 10 | 17 Matthew OSMAN 
DANIEL 11 18 Alex WILKINSON (C) 


3 0 Richard JOHNSON 12 19 Matt SIMON 


D ( Troy HEARFIELD 13 


yague position: ath. 
"layed: 3 
Won: 0 


3 


Corners: 5 
Goalkeeper saves: 2 


HEAD-TO-HEAD 
Played, lost, drawn: 3, 3, 0 
eading goalscorer 


HEAD-TO-HEAD 
_ Played, W,L,D:3,9,0,0 
Le 


D:3, 30,0 _ 
iscorer: 


El 
Goals scored: 1 
.ast season 


David MULLIGAN 16 


Leilei GAO 21 
Opps 


“Odds courtesy of TAB Sportebat 


conc COACH 
Ricki HERBERT Lawrie MCKINNA 


OW TARGET OF Tancer *Team lists are subject to change 
12°38 
oC 78 
wuz) s on 2 
13°14 15 16 | 13 14 15 16 


ON TARGET OFF TARGET 


8 10 11 12 
1314 15 16 


OPPO eee eee ee) 
PERTH GLORY, MEMBERS EQUITY 
6: SYDNEY FC, WESTPAC STADIUM 


SUB CPRee 
MELB VICTORY, BLUETONGUE STADIUM 
D 6; PERTH GLORY, BLUETONGUE STADIUM 


HYUNDAI 
A-LEAGUE 


EVERY GAME LIVE & EXCLUSIVE 


U 


Ez, "7; 
= ‘t) 2 
See something Feel something. 


www.foxsports.com.au 131 787 


eh hiry 


Sunday, 3pm, 14/09/08 
MEMBERS EQUITY STADIUM 


GL a¥ 


Perth Glory 


& 


Polen Roar 


THOMAS WOODGATE 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS COUNT 


Things haven't gone to plan 

for Perth Glory or Queensland 
Roar so far. Can Dave Mitchell's 
men lift themselves for their first 
home win of the season? 


ECENT errors have been costing both Perth 

Glory and Queensland Roar heavily, but although 

they both enter round four winless, the signs 

remain encouraging for the remainder of the 
season. In football, you're only as good as your last 
game. And for these wo, round three of the Hyundai 
A-League 2008/09 season wasn't a particularly good 
day at the office. 

After an encouraging stare against Sydney last week, 
and with scores level at 1-1, Perth imploded. Or rather, 
Dino Djulbic snapped. His red card clearly shook the 
foundations of Glory and Perch shipped a further three 
goals before the half-time break. 

A gutsy and morale-boasting second-half spared 
Glory’s blushes somewhat, but the alarming signs 
remained, Out of sorts at the back, yet much improved 
going forward, it’s been a topsy-turvy start to the 
for David Mitchell's men. 

Queensland won't be happy, either, after conceding 
four goals at home against Central Coast Mariners in 
round three, but the team’s success in recent years has 
been built on a strong away record, and there’ no doubt 
Farina’s men have the ability to put a run of results 
together that'll put this low-key start behind them. 


AT HOME 


Perth fans will be hoping the international break has 
given Mitchell a chance to shore up the backline. Quite 
frankly, the team is destined for the wooden spoon 
unless mistakes are eradicated and a more disciplined 
approach is installed. 


a The link-up 
play between 
Amaral and Dadi 
has been a joy. 


a 
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Going forward, Perth are improving With every game. 
Amaral has been increasingly influential in the middle, 
while Eugene Dadi’s (above) growjng confidence has 
resulted in goals and performances worthy of the faith 
shown in him by Mitchell. The link-up between the 
two has been a joy to watch at times. 

Apily supported by the industrious Scott Bulloch, 
who is quickly finding his feet in the A-League, there 
are plenty of attacking options, not forgetting the 
always-direct James Downey and Nikita Rukavytsya. 

Perth need to use this speed on the wings to get at 
Roar’ fullbacks, stretching a backline that lacked 
consistency when they played Mariners last weekend 

No matter how many goals Glory might score, captain 
Jamie Coyne needs to organise his troops at the back, 
and hope his teammates keep their heads this week. 


THE VISITORS 


Where Perth's mistakes cost them against Sydney, 
the same can be said for Roar against Mariners 
at Suncorp. Uncharacteristic errors in judgement 


___ by Liam Reddy and a defensive backline that's ever 


changing has seen them struggle for consistency. 


WWw.A- 


With Josh McCloughan yet to return, more emphasis 
will be placed on how Craig Moore handles Dadi after 
the troubles he had with Central Coast’s Matt Simon. 
How Roar defensively deal with the Dadi-Amaral 
combination will set the tone for the team’s 
performance and success in this game. 

As a.unit, Roar looked disjointed last week. This 
could be down to imbedding the new recruits, but, that 
said, Charlie Miller and Sergio van Dijk are showing 
promising signs for the season ahead. It’s certainly by 
no means panic stations in Brisbane, but they'll be keen 
to get the season's first win under their belt, even if it is 
away. from Suncorp. 


PLL: StOar 


it. Gio y 


Perini Glory 


Versus . 


Queensland Roar rea 


DATE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 VENUE: MEMBERS EQUITY STADIUM KICK-OFF: 9PM F 
SEASON 2008/09 EE: BEN WILLIAMS ASSISTANT REFEREES: JOE FUSARI & MATHEW CHEESEMAN SEASON 2008/09 
OVERVIEW ara] = OVERVIEW 
cs positon: 7th__ @movoma Frank JURIC (GK) 20 1 Liam REDDY (Gk) 3.01 ue position: Sth _ ath 
Won:0 3.01 0 Nikolai TOPOR-STANLEY 2 3 Luke DEVERE Eas 
Draw 


4 Craig MOORE (C) 
7 Michael ZULLO 
8 Massimo MURDOCCA 
9 Serginho VAN DIJK 
10 Charlie MILLER 
15 Matt McKAY 0 
16 Hyuk-Su SEO 
18 Danny TIATTO 
SUBS 


Los 


en 0uid David TARKA 3 
BaorOuo. Jamie COYNE (C) 4 


He} 
Leading goal scorer: 
_Eugene Dadi, 3 
Shots 
Fouls concede 
Tackles: 24.3 


—Goals Against: 6 
Leading goal scorer: 


Goalkeeper saves: 3.3 


HEAD-TO-HEAD 
Played, W, L, D: 9, 1, 6, 2 


Leading goalscorer: 
Gare Hana la 000 0 Jason PETKOVIC (Gk) 1 


Goals scored: 7 1000 Jamie HARNWELL 5 


Last season: L 4-1 PaGROMNG Nick RIZZO 7 


2 Andrew PACKER 
12 Tahj MINNIECON 


sa Eea 0000 Naum SEKULOVSKI 8 22 Robbie KRUSE 
$3.30 draw opps 
REST OF SQUAD REST OF SQUAD 55,20 drew. 
“Od eourlany of TAB Sponsbat 
8, James ROBINSON, 12, Josip MAGDIC, 17. 5, Josh McCLOUGHAN, David DODD, 13. Chris 
James DOWNEY, 18, Hayden FOXE, 19. Naum GROSSMAN,17, Mitch NICHOLS, 19. Isaka 
SEKULOVSKI, 22. Wayne SRHOJ, CERNAK, 21. Tommy OAR, 23. Tim SMITS 
30. Tando VELAPHI 
conch CONCH 
Dave MITCHELL Frank FARINA 
ON TARGET OFF TARGET CORNERS FOULS jean Rete are sunjeck lolohange! ON TARGET OFF TARGET CORNERS FOULS 
1 r ] 1234 
HALF-TIME 5670 
| smn 2 
| 18 | a 14 s | FULL-TIME 13 14-15 16 13 14 15 16 
COMING UP COMING UP 
TUT rrr rrr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrerrrrrrerirr rrr irri 
» ROUND 5; WELLINGTON PHOENIX, MEMBERS EQUITY »»)} ROUND 5; NEWC JETS, SUNCORP STADIUM 
ROUND 6: CC MARINERS, BLUETONGUE STADIUM »), ROUND 6: MELB VICTORY, TELSTRA STADIUM 


The Local Game on SBS Radio's SportsView, 
the only National live football program 
bringing you all the news from the A-League. 
Every Monday on SBS Radio @ 5.00pm. 


Melbourne 1224 AM 
Sydney 1107 AM. 
radio for local station frequencies 


youTH TEAM TAKES SHaPe | 


ADELAIDE UNITED HAVE 1 


REDS START NEW 
COACHING CAREER 


FORMER QANTAS SOCCEROO 
star Tony Vidmar has joined brother 
Aurelio at Adelaide United’s coaching 
staff as Reds’ development coach. 
Vidmar will work primarily with 
Adelaide United’s Youth Team CoachJoe 
Mullen, helping to develop and nurture 
the club’s young talent for the National 
Youth League, but he will also spend 
time with The Reds’ first team. 
Tll probably be working a little bit 
h Aurelio. We played so mai 
together and we've both got a 
professional outlook on the game and 
nothing really changes,” Tony said 
“{e's definitely something I wanted to do 
I spent close to 15 years in Europe and 
played under quite a few good coaches so 
T’ve learnt a lot from them and hopefully 
I can pass that onto the younger boys.” 


ait for his 
d short 


ited far 
opportunity to pull on the 
! 1 IN ticke 
United for the past cour 
hen I'm there think 
ut 
on the fiel 
ed in the Youth League squad 
DU feel like you're one step aw 
Iwas a lot of F 
in there so now 
there.” 
itriker Monteros: 
the South Australia 
football program, is loc 
in the footsteps of one ¢ 


wi 


y years 


3 product of 


YOUNG MELBOURNE FOOTBALLERS could be spending one afternoon 
with two of their footballing heroes. Melbourne Victory are giving 20 local 
metropolitan junior football clubs the chance to win the ultimate training session. 
‘Two first-team Victory players will attend the session and give the young players 
the chance to learn from some of the Hyundai A-Le: 


c's best players, who will 
put them through selected training drills designed for young players. 

The club aim to encourage local club's participation in the game and build 
a relationship with the Melbourne football community. 

Team Managers are encouraged to register their interest via email to aglossop@ 
mryfc,com,au (one entry per team). Applications close Monday 15th September. 
See www.mvte.com.au for more information. 


WAITING ON THWAITE 


The squad for Melbourne Victory’s Wy 
game against Adelaide United 

at Telstra Dome on Friday night 
remains unclear with Michael 
Thwaite and Nick Ward rated 

as 60/50 chances to make 

the match-day squad. 

New signing Thwaite is still 
recovering from an ankle injury 
he suffered in the 5-0 thrashing of 
Newcastle Jets in round three. The 
big Socceroo defender has enjoyed 
a great start to the season and looks set to become a key part of Victory’s title 
assault. Coach Emie Merrick is waiting until nearer the weekend before making 
a final decision. 

Ward is still in doubt after missing ’all the Melbourne opening three games of the 
season. The attacking midfielder has been suffering the effects of a calf injury and 
has been unavailable for selection. Melbourne's strength in depth meant Merrick 
‘was able to rest the 23-year-old for the game against the Jets, a long-term view 
that will no doubt pay dividends as the season progresses. 
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ROCHE APPOINTED WESTFIELD W- LEAGUE concH 


CENTRAL COAST MARINERS have taken the first step towards setting 


up their inaugural Westfield W-League team with the announcement of Stephen 


1 Roche as coach of the club's women’s team. The W-League kicks off in late 


+ Australi 


October (see p43 for more on the upcoming Westfield W-League) and 
41-year-old Roche can't wait to get started. ;. 
“J am absolutely delighted about my forthcoming duties with the 
Coast Mariners in the Westfield W-League,” says Roche. 
“Icis important that we assemble a competitive squad, which will in turn 
generate bigger crowds and public interest as the competition evolves. 
“Irs the biggest step you could possibly take as a coach — being part of 
s elite women’s competition,” he continues. 
“Te all about building a solid foundation with the squad and getting the 
best out of the team in whar will be an exciting year for the women’s game.” 
ne element of our ambition 


ne 
to become the centre of excellence for 
TO GRASSROOTS ,otball in Australia,” said club Exec! 


Chairman Lyall Gorman 
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GLORY FINALISE 
YOUTH SQUAD 


PERTH GLORY HAVE gone one 
better than their Hyundai A-League 
rivals by finalising their National Youth 
League (NYL) team. 

With the NYL set to kick off in just 
two weeks, some clubs are still to 
confirm their playing roster — but Glory 
youth coach Gareth Naven, a former 
clulygaptain, has worked hard the pase 
four months to get his squad together 
in time to get them training together 
properly before the season starts. 

“Ie’s a great opportunity for the players,” 
Naven said, “We had a huge response 
during trials and the young men we 
have selected are exceptionally talented 
footballers who have been given this 
wonderful opportunity and we'll give them 
every chance to make the most of that 

“Iv is everyone's hope that this group 
of players will be the next generation 
for Perth Glory,” he said. 

Glory’s NYL squad includes three 
players from the elite National Training 
Centre (NTC) program based at the WA 
Institute of Sport, one returning from 
the AIS while the others represent the 
talent spread across the West State 


League clubs 


PERTH GLORY mem 


GLORY FOR PERTH WOMEN 


IN ANOTHER EARLY move, Perth 
Glory have also announced Nicola 
Williams as the coach of their inaugy 
Westfield W-League team coach 
the current National 
re (NTC) and WA Slate 
Is coach and has signed a 
ment to lead Westerr 
ast national !eam, 
(-old is hungry to get 
team and bel 
be a massive 
men's game in 
m extren 


boost for the 
Australia, “I 
about this opportunity, 


Williams said 
The Westfield W-League is definitel 
a step forward for the women 
0 al a national le 
“There are now many more 
opportunities and pathways for our 
players to succeed and perform ata 
high level without having to le 
Australia, and this can only be a great 
thing for our game. 
am confident that we will be able 
amble competitive squac 
said Williams 


ONE ROAR YOUNGSTER is looking forward 

toa bright start to his football career. Highly 

rated Tommy Oar recently earned a call-up from 

Australian Under-20 coach Jan Versleijen to travel 

with the team to Japan. q 
Oar started in all three of Young Socceroos 


matches in the Shizuoka Broadcasting System | 
Cup, and impressed the new Dutch coach during 


the tour, 


"The 16-year-old left winger, the youngest in the 


is 


Queensland Roar first team, was happy to take 


plenty from the interna 


said. “ 


ROAR FIRST YOUTH BLOW 


QUEENSLAND ROAR NATIONAL 
Youth League team has been hit | 
by the news that goalkeeper Luk 
ill be ruled out of competing for up 
to four months 

The 18-year-old fractured his wris 
in training and looks set to miss the 
y of the 2008/09 National Youth 
ason, off in just 


major 
League s 
a couple of weeks 

Despite the bad news, N 


tir said he 
had already learnt a great deal during 
his time training Roar. 
| already feel like I've improved, 
Muir said. “I've learnt a lot from (Liam 
1d Griffi faster) and |'m 


ional experience, and playing under Versleijen. 


It’s exposed me to some good players and given me more experience which 
is helping me when I come back and train here so it’s good.” 


“Te was my 
first Aussie tour so I was pretty proud and it’s my highest achievement so far,” Oar 


ing up stuff from the 
too 


learning something new. It's really 
300d here and |'m enjoying it 
Youth coach Rado \ 
disappointed but said the Magic United 
keeper would remain involved with the 
NYL team. 
"| know that Fernando will be ver 
appointed because he believed in 
Luke to be able to step up and deliver 
i,” Vidosic sald. "But 
nal can you do? 
The door sht mene and it 
opens up for someone else. 


ALEN SIGNS ON 


SYDNEY FC HAS taken the first step 
in organising their team for the 
Westfield W-League with the 
appointment of Young Matildas coach 
Alen Stajcic as women’s coach. 

Stajcic has good background in 
women’s football and apart from his 
involvement in the national program, 
has been in charge of the New South 
Wales Institute of Sport's women’s squad 
for the last seven years, and he's excited 
about the growth he’s seeing in the game, 

The 34-year-old is understandably 
excited by the potential the new league 


represents for the women’s game. “I can't 


even express how important this is in 
the pathway and development of the 
profile of women’s football,” he said. 
“Hopefully, like the A-League with 
the men, itll add that extra piece in 
the puzzle to give the players the 
preparation they need, and also the 
incentive for the next generation 
to play at a higher level.” 
Sydney are eyeing a long list of New 
South Wales based players, including 
Matilda Heather Gartiock. 


“{ think welll be one of the contenders 
to take it out, we've definitely got a 
strong presence of Matildas in there,” said 
Stajcic. “I'l definitely be between us and 
Queensland I feel, but Perth isn’t bad and 
Central Coast will be OK as well so it 


won't be an easy competition.” 


SYDNEY MAKE SHARP SIGNING 
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LEAGU 


NEWCASTLE JETS COACH G 
Van Egmond opted to give his under-fire 
squad a break earlier this week, taking 
his men out go-karting in the build-up 
to their clash against Sydney FC. 

After a disappointing start to the 
season, Van Egmond has been pushing 
his team hard to turn their form and 
resultS around but this wee 
decided a bit of light relief was the best 
option ahead of the match at 
EnergyAustralia Stadium this Saturday, 

But the break didn't stop “Dutchy” 
giving his players a blast after the 
shocking result against Melbourne 
Victory in round three 

“Ies good to talk about ig, it’s good 
to identify things, to give the players 
information and knowledge, but it’s the 
response that we'te after. Its all well and 
good to be talking about ‘this is what 
we should have done’ or ‘this is how 
mentally I should have approached the 
game’ but it’s the response that’s really 
the important part of it.” 

“Training has definitely been sharp, 
the effort has been fantastic but the 
effort was good before the Melbourne 
game as well. So it depends how the 
response is against Sydney FC on 
Saturday night,” Van Egmond said, 


the coach 
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ONE LOCAL NEWCASTLE footts 
ere grateful recipients of a 
ue from Hyundai Motor 
Company Australia recently 
Maitland Junior Football club v 
selected by the Jets as the recip 
yundai’s “Goals fo 
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ynsoFs’ commitment to grassroots 
in local commun 
It’s fantastic to see a company 
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powerplaysports-com-au SrornTrs 


gifts and accessories * headwear and scarves « ladies 


and childrens wear e players wear ¢ supporters wear 


PowerPlay Sports is the official team store for Perth Glory’s 
exciting new 2008/2009 range of apparel and merchandise 


Power?lay Sporis -ty Lid ¢ 246 Churchill Avenue ¢ Subiaco WA 6008 


Phone: 08 9388 2223 Email: sales@powerplaysports.com.au Web: powerplaysports.com.au 


HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE SEASON DRAW 2009 


Round I 

Newcastle Jets v Gentral Coast Mariners 
Sydney EC y Melbourne Victory 
Wellington Phoenix v Queensland Roar 
Adelaide United y Perth Glory 


Round 2 

Perth Glory v Newcastle Jets 

Central Coast Mariners v Sydney FC 
‘Wellington Phoenix y Melbourne Victory 
Queensland Roar y Adelaide United 


Round 3 

Melbourne Victory v Newcastle Jets 
Adelaide United v Wellington Phoenix 
Sydney FC y Perth Glory 

Queensland Roar v Central Coast Mariners 


Victory v Adelaide United 
Newcastle Jets v Sydney FC 
Wellington Phoenix y Central Coast Mariners 


Perth Glory v Queensland Roar 


Round 5 

Queensland Roar v Newcastle Jets 

Sydney FC v Adelaide United 

Central Coast Mariners v Melbourne Vietory 
Perth Glory v Wellington Phoenix 


Central Coast Mariners v Perth Glory 
Adelaide United v Newcastle Jets 
Wellington Phoenix v Sydney FC 
Melbourne Victory v Queensland Roar 


Round 7 


Adelaide United v Central Coast Mariners 
Melbourne Victory v Perth Glory 

Sydney FC v Queensland Roar 

Newcastle Jets v Wellington Phoenix 


15-17 August 

EnergyAustralia Stadium = 1-1 
Sydney Football Stadium 0-0 
Westpac Stadium = L-1 
Hindmarsh Stadium ‘1-0 


22-24 August 

Members Equity Stadium 3-3 
Bluetongue Stadium 2-3 
Westpac Stadium 2-4 
Suncorp Stadium 1-1 


29-31 August 

TelstraDome 5-0 
Hindmarsh Stadium, 3-0 
Sydney Football Stadium 5-2 
Suncorp Stadium (2-4 


12-24 September 
Telstra Dome 
EnergyAustralia Stadium 
Westpac Stadium 
Members Equity Stadium 


19-21 September 
Suncorp Stadium 
Sydney Football Stadium 
Bluctongue Stadium 
‘Members Equity Stadium 


26-28 September 
Bluetongue Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 

Westpac Stadium 
Telstra Dome 


3-6 October 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Telstra Dome 

Sydney Football Stadium 
EnergyAustralia Stadium 


17-19 October 


Queensland Roar y Adelaide United Suncorp Stadium 


Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Victory 
Central Coast Mariners v Wellington Phoenix 
Perth Glory v Sydney EC 


Central Coast Mariners v Newcastle Jets 
Melbourne Victory v Sydney FC 
Wellington Phoenix v Queensland Roar 
Adelaide United v Perth Glory 


Round 10 

Adelaide United vy Melbourne Victory 
+ Sydney FC v Central Coast Mariners 

Neweastle Jets v Queensland Roar 

Perth Glory v Wellington Phoenix 


Round Il 

Sydney FC y Wellington Phoenix 

Central Coast Mariners vy Adelaide United 
Queensland Roar v Melbourne Victory 
Perth Glory v Newcastle Jets 


Round 12 


* Melbourne Victory v Central Coast Mariners 


EnergyAustralia Stadium 
Blucrongue Stadium 
Members Equity Stadium 


24-26 October 
Bluetongue Stadium 
Telstra Dome 
Westpac Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


31 Oct-2 Nov 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sydney Football Stadium 
~ EnergyAustralia Stadium 
Members Equity Stadium 


7-9 November 
Sydney Football Stadium 
Bluctongue Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 
Members Equity Stadium 


21-23 November 


Telstra Dome 


‘Adelaide United v Sydney FC 
Wellington Phoenix v Newcastle Jets 
Queensland Roar y Perth Glory 


Round I3 

Wellington Phoenix v Melbourne Victory 
Sydney FC v Queensland Roar 

Perth Glory v Central Coast Mariners 
Newcastle Jets y Adelaide United 


Round 14 

Adelaide United y Wellington Phoenix 
Central Coast Mariners y Queensland Roar 
Perth Glory v Melbourne Victory 
Neweastle Jets v Sydney FC 


Round I5 

Melbourne Victory vy Adelaide United 
Wellington Phoenix vy Perth Glory 
Central Coast Mariners v Sydney FC 
Queensland Roar y Newcastle Jets 


Round I6 

Wellington Phoenix y Central Coast Mariners 
Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Victory 

Adelaide United v Queensland Roar 

Sydney FC v Perth Glory 


Round 17 

Newcastle Jets v Central Coast Mariners 
Perth Glory v Adelaide United 
Melbourne Victory v Sydney FC 
Queensland Roar v Wellington Phoenix 


Round 18 

Central Coast Mariners v Perth Glory 
Melbourne Victory v Queensland Roar 
Adelaide United v Sydney FC 
Wellington Phoenix v Neweastle Jets 


Round 19 

Adelaide United v Newcastle Jets 

Central Coast Mariners ¥ Queensland Roar 
Sydney, FC y Wellington Phoenix 

Perth Glory v Melbourne Victory 


Round 20 

Melbourne Victory y Central Coast Mariners 
Queensland Roar y Sydney FC 

Wellington Phoenix v Adelaide United 
Neweastle Jets v Perth Glory 


Melbourne Victory v Wellington Phoenix 
Queensland Roar v Perth Glory 

Sydney FC v Newcastle Jets 

Central Coast Mariners v Adelaide United 


Semi Final Ist Leg 
TBA 

Semi Final 2nd Leg 
TBA 

Preliminary Final 


TBA 


Grand Final 
TBA 
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Hindmarsh Stadium 
Westpac Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 


28-30 November 
Westpac Stadium 

Sydney Football Stadium 
Members Equity Stadium 
EnergyAustralia Stadium 


5-7 December 
Hindmarsh Stadium, 
Bluctongue Stadium 

Members Equity Stadium 
EnergyAustralia Stadium 


12-14 December 
Telstra Dome 
Westpac Stadium 
Bluetongue Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 


19-21 December 
Westpac Stadium 
EnergyAustralia Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sydney Football Stadium 


26-28 December 
EnergyAustralia Stadium 
Members Equity Stadium 
Telstra Dome 

Suncorp Stadium, 


31 Dec-4 Jan 
Bluetongue Stadium 
Telstra Dome 
Adelaide Oval 
Westpac Stadium 


9-II January 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Bluetongue Stadium 

Sydney Football Stadium 
Members Equity Stadium 


16-18 January 
Telstra Dome 

Suncorp Stadium 
Westpac Stadium 
EnergyAustralia Stadium 


23-25 January 
Telstra Dome 

Suncorp Stadium 
Sydney Football Stadium 
Bluetongue Stadium 


30 January-! February 
13-15 February 


21 February 


28-February 
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TOP 10s 


SHOTS ON/OFF GOAL BY PLAYER 


DANIEL ALLSOPP (VICTORY) 9 3 750 
SERGINHO VAN DIJK (ROAR) 7 5 583 
MATTHEW SIMON (MARINERS) 6 2 75.0 
STEVE CORICA (SYDNEY) 5 1833 
CHARLIE MILLER (ROAR) 51 83.3 
JOEL GRIFFITHS (JETS) o. 8: HA 
NEY FABIANO (VICTORY) 5 3 625 
EUGENE DADI (GLORY) 4 4 500 
ADRIAN CACERES (MARINERS) 3 0 100.0 
JOHN HUTCHINSON (MARINERS) Somenaers0 


GOAL ASSISTS BY PLAYER 
ALEX BROSQUE (SYDNEY) 


+ _AMARAL (GLORY) 


PEDJ BOJIC (MARINERS) 


NEY FABIANO (VICTORY) 


ARCHIE THOMPSON (VICTORY) 


SERGINHO VAN DIJK (ROAR) 


ALEMAO (ADELAIDE) 


DANIEL ALLSOPP (VICTORY) 


NIGEL BOOGAARD (MARINERS) 


MARK BRIDGE (SYDNEY) 


|| |= |e |r |r |r [ro am 


FOULS CONCEDED BY PLAYER 
SASHO PETROVSK! (MARINERS) 12 


CRISTIANO (ADELAIDE) nN 


36 


ADELAIDE 
UNITED FC 


LUCAS PANTELIS 15M. 
CRISTIANO 48M 
CRISTIANO 60M. 


Versus 


YELLOW CARDS 


RED CARDS 
SHOTS ON GOAL 


FOULS CONCEDED _| 


| __TACKLEs 


MELBOURNE 
VICTORY FC 


CARLOS HERNANDEZ 40M 
ARCHIE THOMPSON 45 + 2M 


WELLINGTON 
PHOENIK FC” a) 


DAVID MULLIGAN 34M. 
LEILE| GAO 40M. 


| EFFECTIVE TACKLES _ 
PASSES COMPLETE 
aa | PASSING ACCURACY 
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MICHAEL FERRANTE (PHOENIX) 


TERRY MCFLYNN (SYDNEY) 


JOBE WHEELHOUSE (JETS) 


AMARAL (GLORY) 


MATT MCKAY (ROAR) 


NEY FABIANO (VICTORY) 


DANIEL ALLSOPP (VICTORY) 


ANDREW CLARK (MARINERS) 


KEEPER SAVES BY PLAYER 
CLINT BOLTON (SYDNEY) 


ANTE COVIC (JETS) 


EUGENE GALEKOVIC (ADELAIDE) 


FRANK JURIC (GLORY) 


GLEN MOSS (PHOENIX) 


MITCHELL LANGERAK (VICTORY) 


MICHAEL THEOKLITOS (VICTORY) 


DANIEL VUKOVIG (MARINERS) 


MARK BOSNICH (MARINERS) 


LIAM REDDY (ROAR) 


TACKLES MADE BY PLAYER 


_BRADLEY PORTER (MARINERS) 


ADAM D’APUZZO (JETS) 


SHANNON COLE (SYDNEY) 


ROBBIE MIDDLEBY (SYDNEY) 


TERRY MCFLYNN (SYDNEY) 


TAREK ELRICH (JETS) 


MATT MCKAY (ROAR) 


NEWCASTLE 
JETS FC 


TAREK ELRICH 22M 
JESPER HAKANSSON 69M. 


RED CARDS 
SHOTS ON GOAL _ 
FOULS CONCEDED 
TACKLES 


IMAGES: GETTY IMAGES, 


DANNY TIATTO (ROAR) 
PEDJ BOJIC (MARINERS) 
JAMIE COYNE (GLORY) 


COMPLETED PASSES BY PLAYER 
PAUL REID (ADELAIDE) 

MATT MCKAY (ROAR) 

DANNY TIATTO (ROAR) 

JOBE WHEELHOUSE (JETS) 
JOSE LUIS LOPEZ (VICTORY) 
MICHAEL FERRANTE (PHOENIX) 
JAMIE COYNE (GLORY) 
MASSIMO MURDOCCA (ROAR) 
TERRY MCFLYNN (SYDNEY) 
SCOTT JAMIESON (ADELAIDE) 


SYDNEY Sie ey PERTH sy 
FC GLORY FC GL-ay 


ALEX BROSQUE 2M. EUGENE DAD! 12M 
EUGENE DADI PEN 67M 


GOALS 
ie ADRIANO PELLEGRINO 20M 
ieamTy” NO DIB Zo 
x YELLOW CARDS 
RED CARDS 
SHOTS ON GOAL 
FOULS CONCEDED 
TACKLES 
yay EFFECTIVE TACKLES [yA 
PASSES COMPLETE _| 
EXO" _PASSING ACCURACY 
CROSSES 
___ CORNERS 
GOAL KEEPER SAVES 


CHARLIE MILLER 69M 
SERGINHO VAN DIJK PEN 73M MILE JEDINAK 48M 
DYLAN MACALLISTER 64M. s 


LIAM REDDY 15M 


DANNY TIATTO 28M. 


ANDREW CLARK 77M. 


fa OYLAN MACALLISTER 78M 


a eT SY 
PASSES COMPLETE 


likin PASSING ACCURACY 


CROSSE: 


NE] connens 


GOAL KEEPER SAVES 
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THE HUMANS THAT BROUGHT YOU ‘BUZZ LIGHTYEAR’ « ‘FINDING NEMO’ 


GIVE YOU 
THEIR LATEST 
UNSTOPPABLE 

HERO 


‘Disney - PIXAR 


WwWALL-S& 


©Disney/Pixar WWW.WALLEMOVIE.COM.AU 


ONLY AT THE 


MOVIES! SEPT f=} 


"RED FEVER 


* Adelaide United's youth team is taking shape, and 
** © local lad OSAMA MALIK is out to bring something 
*_) different to the team 


© worbs Rob Daiglish 
eee eeer terre errr errr rrr ere ee 


Ate been playing, Butat this Youth League 


fede sthse nape 


Yourl League kick-off continues, — level, and in the A-League, he wont 
|Adelaide United have wasted no _be able to get away with it.” 
Ell -time signing up plenty of local talent For Malik the target for this season 


to their inaugural squad. is simple, 

One of the latest is highly rated “(The aim) is to get a starting, 
Adelaide 17-year-old midficlder position in the youth squad and who 
‘Osama Malik, regarded as one of the knows from there. Hopefully in a 
brightest young talents in the country. couple of years’ time I can break into 

Maliks family originally hail from the A-League team.” 

Sudan bur Adelaide born and bred, “This is in line with Mullen’s vision 
the youngster was spotted by United of using the youth team as a breeding 
youth coach Joe Mullen while playing ground for furure Adelaide players. 
for one of Mullen’s former clubs, “My view, and I've talked at length 
Croydon Kings, Invited to trial for with Aurelio Vidmar about this, is I 
the youth team, Malik was quickly want to be in a position by the end 
igned up to the Reds’ squad. of year one or year ewo having at least 
Trials started at the begin one or two of these boys pressing for 
‘of June and there were 40-50 kids an A-League contract. My primary 
trialling when I went up,” Malik objective is to get these boys through 
says. “I got a phone call asking if in a couple of years to fill the (first 


Td like to try out and that was it.” team) squad with some local players. 
According to Mullen, Malik is And all my boys will be local players.” 

a very talented individual who can Malik may bea local boy at heart, 

bring something 4 bit special to his but like any player he’s already 

new team. dreaming of the big time — although 
“He a good boyptechnically very it’s not just the same old story 

good. He’ keen t6 learn and work and “My goal is to play in Europe. 

he's gor that little bit of something you I'd probably say Portsmouth in the 

don't expect that'll happen sometime _ English Premier League. I love ‘em. 

throughout the game I love Harry Redknapp and the players 
“Hes the old Glenn Hoddle type. he's signed up.” 

He can look like he’s just going So he's not one of those Manchester 

through the motions, but he’s gorthe United glory hunters? 

silky touch, is technically sound and “Nah, thar’s whae I dont like.” 

he can change a game. He lumbers That's what we like to hear: 


around a bit like Hoddle as well.” 
Having such a playcr isa blessing 

for any team, especially if they are 

versatile as Malik. 

“He can play anywhere in midfield. 

He can play out wide or with three, 

| eft up the top or wide right at the top. 
He’ not stereotyped to a 
position which is a bonus for him. 
Pll probably start using him in a left- 
midfield role.” 


as 


ticular 


But, as with many players of that 


style, Mullen notes the skilful 


youngster can disappear in a game. 

“He knocked a team out of the 
finals with a piece of individual 
brilliance — but I've got to say, the 
rest of the game he did nothing. 

“He got to work harder. 've 
talked to him about it. He’ been able 
to get away with it ar the level hes 
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with Frank Faring 


‘Ambition: Adelaide! Bright future: 
ese Marrone 10a 


The new National Youth League is-set'to.siartin iwo weels, but tor the ‘shibs anda 
there is still much to be finalised for the first ‘season: Of the much-anticipated eo 


WORDS Jack Snape. 


eam squad by Signing payers wWhercould sep 
in iPrequired. 

Ac Queensland Roar Rado Vidosic fas thie 
30 or older who will provide balancero the abs alicady 
youthful A-Peague'side: = 


UST six month’ ago, the most significant © ~ 
anfouhcemént for young footballers if 
Australia was made: As parcof the reforms 

ional. review 


tthe gare prioritised by che 
Jast'yeai, the National Youth League (NYL) was to : 2 
beginin the coming Season, with all Australian’ clubs Paha <= fing the NYL 
Enjoying, representation. ae theory questions reniain. The wide 17-21 cligihifity 

younger players may suffer from 

Rob B: mall squads of 12 (plus 
Competitiveness in world football avall levels Gur players J mily leave ome tubs short Wwhien 
must be playitig,competitivesnatches against quality. -*<s an inpity etisissar Young, Soceroos touts; hit: Thetgiag purist del Vinerone isn his lase year of eligibility 
= alio‘the qitestiot of fist how & Il beforsting ill in effeer be Aurelio Vidinar’s 


to. ge), given they 


~Of the proposed comipe: 


Jittced, hier’ 


cal development period for 


opporiénts dufing this 
young, elite sparsinen®) 
‘The NVL- vil concentrate 


ih him isidemtified somevod 
thats iFihgeWasan injary in the A-League'sqtiad, they’ 
sically-assd cech ically steady to go in 


With the opportunteyto utilise the Touroverage, + * 


“plajer slots, consideration ha also been given to what 


if kind of playe TE coaches ati &xpect to come 3 

out. re reales neaap Mic esal eae down from the first-team squiadvand play. 9 

~To find out, we sought out eee of. Since'the’N'YL announcement in March, eaclrof the: Durakovic bas identified these senior players asain e 92 
the seven clubs ro catch up’on where preparations are ven AcLéague clubs (thete istio Phoenix youth league "~ important parv’of his Overall evelopment strategy, 6 
atyand what their eXpectations areof the NYE team; die to- Travel concerns) have been madly prep: They will provide experience, but will alsorbe something  § 
Down int Victoriasthe optimism’of Melbourne Vi fot the-season. Appointing the Gosch wis the fist sep.” oF a safety net for his squad givéa that hehas brought. “9. 

youth coach Mehmer-Durakovic is obvious followed by reeruftmient of players inas many players who ate in thé younger age ringe 


You getup evety you Yer with lirde direction, apart front 4 2 as posible 
coaches were given che "Tee developmencsystem, a youth 
hopefully they will get a bit OF experience fromthe older +g 


boys who will come down, and hopefully if you can 


z 
S 
é 


rem; Where’ 


i 


¢ becaust there’s something there now ss size fesinictiOns, thie respec 
never been there before,” he sa jee gor 2 7 lexibilicy c approach their recraitment the best way they 
saw fit Many"recognised potential to support the first 


a wonderful opportunity to go onto bigger and better 
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There's something there now for these kids NYL WHO'S WHO 
peer - E 7 
that’s never been there before - they've got reece dle 
a see opportunity to go onto bigger St legend wih Adide iy and curert South 
ho i things. There’ ‘J a pathway. i{t] Australian state coach. 
dane kids are buzzing, JG). 


Player to watch: Michael Marrone 

In his last year of eligibility, AIS graduate Marrone 
has been as “just about ready 
for the step up to A-League. 


training separately bur noWand then Emic 
bring @ fel OF the boysini to geea bir of 


Sys Melbourne’ Durakovie Malan Erdal 


eer eR Coach: Alex Tobin 
The Australian football icon with 87 Socceroos caps 
is assisted by ex-Mariner Damien Brown, 


develop these players within ebe tiext’couple of years, 
they'll be hopefully Ieniocking on'the door (6 the seniors: ~~ 
[e déFeats.thesparpose if your pick older Buys then after 
ai year OF two years just letting them Bo" 
= H6wever cach squad is composed, rough there 
DS Eenctal- consensus of chereedl sWenenutage 
Cskilfaly attacking, football.2 
As Perth Glory coach Gareth Naverrsay 
need to give’players an open book to Feel 
vhemselves oni the field-ane mak 
“ihe ptople Who havetomeé o-sce-good! football” 
‘Whiazole'then do tlésain! trophies five 
“ineeyevrof thie coacties 
TOF conrse,rever 
buritv'a youdrcompetiiion thacs therefor developmicht 
chawitis Sone grt fils? declares. 
Newenstle Jets ta 
ove’ getone player’ caohtike ‘youtly leagu® tealif each y 
thine gets air A-Leighe ential, Aha’ More Iniportane 
in 8 oe BF Ways thitn-witthlog the Gompeticion 
ccuistqrus of the NYT: pliers mea 
find work commitments prevent the youllYsqyad from. 
“rkeeping’the'same routine is the first-team Most clubs 


givens : Par to watch: Brady Smith 
Eworkeor other duct hoping to prove the Central 
teaining sessiong are b ing elite young talent 


MELBOURNE VICTORY 


B the stdé. Wewaie chiens Coach: Mehmet Durakovic 
py reniceded, and sothey, know The former Australian international defender is to be 
assisted by Victory keeper coach Steve Mautone. 


SF 18 havecinishéd schoul, and 
ail nidinths off works juse ay 


& Player to watch; Fabio DiLizia 
One of the NYL's top young talents, defender Fabio 
is captain of Australia's under-17s. 


Coach: Craig Deans 


Recently retired Jets player Deans is the NYL's 
Tevencr ara ot the ‘thy italic the pines ntngestcoacil 


Player to watch: Marko Jesic 
A confident attacking midfielder. “Marko keeps 
asking me if he can be the captain," Deans says 


Good form: Perth Gioyy's 
Anthony Skorich in action: 
forWestern Knights 


Coach: Rado Vidosic 
Farina’s assistant and Dario's dad, Vidosic has had 
huge success with the Roar's youngsters. 


Player to watch: Adam Sarota 
The Roar ha 


& Coach: Gareth Naven 
One of the Glory’s NSL stalwarts is creating a boot- 
@ room fee! out West. 


Player to watch: Anthony Skorich 
A local striker who has already turned out for the 
full Glory side. 


Coach: Steve O'Connor 
The former Socceroo was head coach at the AIS 
for more than a decade. 


Player to watch: Sam Munro 
An Australian Institute of Sport representati 
is cousin of Australian surfer Trent Munro. 


ay 
WwW Wo AS CEAGUE COs os AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALUWEEKLY 41 
id = b 


You can't beat 


the system 


Powerade is proud to introduce a scientifically formulated 


range of sport drinks for different occasions, 


Get to your peak faster before sport. 
Powerade Energy Edge provides the kick- 
start you need to hit the ground running. 
Scientifically proven to maintain hydration 
as effectively as Powerade Isotonic, 
Powerade Energy Edge is formulated 
with electrolytes, B-vitamins 
and caffeine, for an added 
pre sport energy boost. 
Caffeine stimulates the brain 
and central nervous system to 
enhance physical performance. 


POWERADE 
Energy Edge 


ffeine 
re esprcrt 


Get there ..- 
FASTER: 


Powerade Isotonic is formulated with 


electrolytes and es carbs to be 
in balance PY a sf , with your 
body's fluids It absorbs 
into your AR bloodstream 
rapidlyso  ~ it easily 
maintains hydration 
and replenishes your energy 


levels so you can perform at your peak 
longer during sport, 


- 


POWERADE 


Isotanic 


Pratein 


Aud 


Go for 
LONGER: 


PRE SPORT 


© 2008 The Cooa-Cola Compan 


EN) 


Hast spark | = 


Powerade Recovery is the ideal 

post sports drink because it's light, 
refreshing and contains all the carbs 
and electrolytes of Powerade Isotonic, 
jut with the addition of protein. 

Protein helps promote 

muscle repair and 

reduce muscle 

joreakdown, meaning your body can 
recover and return to its peak quicker. 
It can even help reduce muscle soreness, 
and you can't beat that. Powerade 
Recovery is best served chilled. 


www.powerade,com.au 


Recover 
QUICKER. 


The launch of the Westfield W-League heralds a fresh start for women’s football in Australia 
and a massive investment in women’s sport as a whole 


@ WORDS Sam Ashton 


OOTBALL has never been stronger in 
Australia. The Hyundai A-League might make 
all the headlines, but beyond the big stadiums 
the rest of the country’s best players are 

desperate to show just how strong the talent and 
depth of competition is. 

And key to Football Federation Australia’s expansion 
plans is tapping into the potential of female football 
players. On October 25, Australia's new W-League 
kicks off around the country, with women's sides 
representing each of the Australian A-League clubs, 
plus a new club in Canberra to take Wellington 
Phoenix's place as the eighth side. 

For professional and casual players across the 
country, the W-League represents a great step forwards 

«for women’s sport and football as a whole, and allows 


Australia’s best female players to show they can 
compete at the highest standard. 

The competition has already been boosted by > 
Matildas players, who will all return to their states of 
origin to play for their local clubs. Along with their 
experience, all clubs are holding trials to unearth the 
next generation of talent that will make up each team. 

‘The Federal Government also came through on 
its election promise for a $32 million investment 
in the game, part of which will be used to support 
the W-League, in particular through broadcasting. 
SBS and ABC are reportedly vying for the TV rights. 

To get.a snapshot of how the league is coming 
together and what it means to female football players, 
AFW spoke to Michael Barnett and Stephen Roche, 
respective head coaches of Adelaide United and 
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Central Coast Mariners W-League sides, as well 

as Matildas goalkeeper Melissa Barbieri 

How excited are you all to be part of the W-League? 
Barbieri We've got a great new league but no one 
knows who they're playing for, so it's exciting to find 
out who's going to be in what team, and I'm definitely 
looking forward to being part of Melbourne Victory. 
I'm excited about being in front of a Melbourne 


crowd, having the shirt on, and doing justice 

to the Victory name. It’s going to be wonderful. 

ody really sees this as an opportunity 
int to be identified and to showcase 
their skills on a national level —and that's going 

to help the national team too. 

Roche: When the national league closed down a few 
years ago, people were saying, “OK, what are we > 
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IMAGE: JAMES ELSBY. 
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> doing this work for?” but now (the W-League) 
has come around there's this buzz. again. There are 
14-year-olds wanting to trial for the W-League. 
‘That's fantastic. This is their chance to get out 
there and show they can play football at the highest 
standard and get people to come and watch them, 
and hopefully they'll keep coming, 


It’s certainly a massive leap for women’s football 
in Austr 
Barbieri: Definitely, If it can get the media attention 
and the promotion it deserves, it will do wonders for 
getting girls to play even more. Ics the fastest growing 
sport, and if we have a place for people to go and 
watch good quality soccer it will do a lot for the 

game, Girls who play will get more interested, and 
want to be better players so they can represent 
Australia one day. 

Barnett: You only have to look at some of the 
women’s games in the Olympics recently and see 

the standard there; the interest in the women's side 
was just as much as in the men, In the next couple 

of years the women’s game is going to explode and 

for all the A-League clubs, it’s a real opportunity 

to tap into a new audience. 

Roche: Exactly. We've got elite female athletes. This 

is their chance to get out there and show they can 

do it, showcase ir, I've seen the success of netball, 

the crowd they're getting and the money the girls 

are getting, There's no reason we can't be as big 

or bigger with the talent we've got. 


The newy) 


Wyrieweta 
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Dia 

| Reaching out: Barbier is = 

| bringing nee er tetgnet 
experience to the W-League, 


Does the success of the revamped netball comp 
show a change in attitude to women’s sport? 
Barbieri: Hopefully, The netballers have shown if you 
run a professional women’s league you can get bums 
‘on seats and hopefully we can follow them and make 
a difference to women’s sport, Getting our names 
in the papers and on TV would be great ~ it makes 
women's sport about more than just swimmers that 
win gold at the Olympi 

I'm looking at getting the people who are training 
for nothing — no remuneration, no sponsorship 
packages, people who have a family or career in 
another industry because they're focused on their sport 
and not getting any repay. I really want to see a lot 
more in the papers and hopefully we can start building 
every professional women’s league. 

T'm just hoping it’s a bandwagon we've started and 
the media will get on it, and encourage the fact that 
females do play sport and they're quite good at it. 


How important is it to have a big sponsor like 
Westfield onside? “ 

Barbieri: It's fantastic. Westfield have put in a lot of 
money to raise the game and just the advertising in 
their shopping centres alone will give ds a huge boost. 
It’s amazing such a big company has looked at us as 
a good opportunity — and I definitely support their 
shopping centres. 

Roche: It’s massive. Obviously they're probably 
putting more in than anybody at the moment, These 
girls need to thank them by showing what they can 
do on the field. 


Barnett: Dead right. The fact Westfield are getting on 
board and FFA are having the season start now, really 
speaks volumes about how serious they are about the 
women’s game. 


What's the next step for you as the competition 
draws closer? 
Barnett; We've been running trials for the last two 
weeks, identifying talent. Matildas coach Tom 
Sermanni is putting out a pool of about 60 players we 
can draw from, so we'll be looking at that right now. 
Over the next fortnight we'll have a preliminary 
squad of 25-30 players to start working with, and then 
s of preparation before we 


we've got seven-eight w 
play the first game. 
Barbieri: We don't have a team yet so I'm doing my 
bit to make sure I'm fit and ready. I'm training with 
about three teams at the moment, including at the 
Victoria National ‘Training Centre.'I've put my foot 

in everybody's pie to get the best out of everyone and 
give myself the best preparation, Once we get some 
ames on paper, we can start focusing on passages 

of play and things like that. 

Roche: Preparing and seeing where everyone's fitness 
levels are at will be importans because we've got 

people all over the place. Working hard until the start 
of the season, and having a few trial games, will also 

be important. ‘The girls have to hie the ground 

running and show what they can do right fronwehe 
word go. They've got to score goals. They've got to 
show some flait. They've got to show they can take 
people on and win and shoot. And they have got it. 


: GG 11 ine westtiela W-League can get the 


“media attention and the promotion it 
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deserves, it will do wonders for getting 
girls to play even more. B 5 


MAGES (PLAYERS IN ACTION). 


IMAGES: AP (BARBIERI); GE 


STEPHANIE 
BRANTZ 


woman playing football is like 
a dog which walks on its hind 
legs. One is surprised, not 
that they do it badly but that 
they are able to do it at all” — Brian 
Glanville, football writer (1973) 

Opinions like this show why women's 
football around the world has-had a 
long and difficult birth, 

The Aussie girls too, have struggled. 
The disbanding of the WNSL in 2004 
forced elite players overseas for regular 
football, But change is imminent. 

When Football Federation Australia 
(in association with Westfield) 
announced the October kick-off of 
a televised national women’s league, 
the Westfield W-League was born. 

Even the Federal Government joined 
the party, pledging funding toward the 
broadcasting costs. 

For a country whose national team 
ranks 12th in the world, have played at 


1 


~ 


four Women’s World Cups and for 
whom footballl is the fastest growing 
female team sport in Australia (6.3% 
over the past five years) - the 
recognition is long overdue. 
Among the happy beneficiaries is 
Matilda’s star midfielder Heather 
Garriock, who will ine up for Sydney 
FC. "It's a dream come true, competing 
in front of a home crowd — family and 
friends, it's fantastic,” she says. 
National skipper Cheryl Salisbury 
is also pulling on her hometown stir 
— that of the Newcastle Jets, is certain 
of the benefits. “Most of the top nations 
fave a national competition, so imagine 
what we perhaps could have done at 
the World Cup if we had a national 
competition running week-in, week-out.” 
In particular, it's a boon to the fans 
now able to see their role models on 
a regular basis. The likes of Salisbury, 
| Garriock and others such as Lisa Da 


IN THE SHOPPING WINDOW 


Exciting times are ahead for the W 
this is the time for girl power to rei¢ 


Vanna (Perth Glory), whose World Cup 

performance had her likened to Mia 

Hamm - the player considered the Pele 
| of the Women’s game. 

While those signs are positive 
| season one will raise BIG questions 
Is the depth of quality there to sustain 
eight teams? Will the competition be 
able to overcome the fan's prejudice 
(often male) about going to watch 
women’s sport? Is a governing body 
whose coffers are never bountiful going 
to find this league financially viable? 
The financial question is an 

important one. The initial funding for 
the W-League has been poured into the 
set-up and will not be lining the player's 
pockets, While there are opportunities 
for some in the US Womens Pro- 
League which kicks off in April 2009 
(tying in well with the W-League), for 
most that won't be an option. Though 
they have never attracted the dizzying 


r exp ane 


r footballers t to show their wort 


dollars that the men do, the passion 
of female footballers is undiminished. 
These girls truly play for the love of 
the beautiful game. For now, all are 
relishing the chance of regular 
Australian-based football. 

One man who matches the 
enthusiasm of the players is Matilda's 
Coach Tom Sermanni, who sees a 
national league as an opportunity to 
raise the women's profile and create 
career pathways for talented players. 

Sermanni says for those on the 
fringes of national selection, the new 
league also puts them in a box seat. 

“While we are familiar with most of 
the players involved in the W-League, 
it’s a chance for the ones we don't 
know much about to say ‘look at me’ 
and put their names in the frame.” 

So girls, forget the baby steps and 
grab your boots! It’s time to hit the 
ground running! @ 


MAKE EVERY 
GOAL COUNT 


ROUND 4 - RESULT (NORMAL TIME) 


MELBOURNE 
NEWCASTLE 


PERTH 


WELLINGTON 


ADELAIDE 
SYDNEY FC 
QUEENSLAND 
CENTRAL COAST 


There’s no better way of being part of the Hyundai A-League than with TAB Sportsbet. With a wide range of betting options 
plus LIVE betting on every match, are you making every goal count? Visit your local TAB, tabsportsbet.com.au or call 133390. 


S2 


& uyunoal 
A-LEAGUE 


—_—_ 


tab sp®rtsbet™ 


tabsportsbet.com.au 


5 RO 


Australian Football Weekly talks to the youngest 
players of the game to find out about the kids 
playing football all over the country 


the club based? North Sydne 
yet? Yes — Man of the match 
and runners-up at Gala Day a couple of years ago. 


How many goals have you got? I've scored seven 
goals this season... so far. 
Ever scored a hat-trick? No, but I have scored 
two several times. 
Ever got a red card? No — that’s my Dad’s job! 
What's your favourite thing about football? Having 
fun with my teammates and watching the / 
and Premier League on TV. 
‘What are you best at on the pitch? Passing, tricky 
turns and beating defenders before crossing the ball 
to the strikers. 
Who's your favourite player(s)? Chelsea's Frank 
Lampard and Sydney FC’s Alex Brosqu 
Who would you most like to emulate? ano 
Ronaldo, because he has super skills. 

your favourite team(s)? Chelsea and Sydney FC. 
What sport(s) do you like aside from football? Cricket 
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and AFL 
Where would you like to be five years 
from now? I'd like to be playing for 
Chelsea's youth team 
Favourite dinner for after a game? 

age sandwich and lemonade. 
Who's going to win the A-League 
this year? F 
Who's better 
Kewell? Tim Cahill, be 
Kewell 
When you get a big money contract 
what's the first thing you want to buy? 
A Ferrari Spider. 
My favourite football saying 


use Harry 
y much. 


but I like football most of all. 


“Goal for the Blues.” 


My least favourite player is: Bayern Munich's French 


midfielder Frank Riber 
Coach’s comme: 


te saying on the pitch 
d and butter guy 


: “He doesn't like Ribery because 
esn't look nice and doesn't like his style 


Spread out like 


The North Sydney Bears Under 10 B’s had a 
great season this year. They had a nine-game 
unbeaten run in the middle of the season and 
played football like a mini Brazil side at times. 
Honest! 


If you want to be the best on the pitch, 
you have to get the basics right first. 
And nothing’s as important as passing 
the ball properly 


Passing is all about keeping possession and moving the ball over the 
field quickly. Good passing is essential if you want to get into the 


other team’s half or just want to make sure they don't get the ball. 


You should always use the inside of your foot (the sidefoor) for 
the most accuracy — but it’s hard to hit the ball with much power. 


That's why its so important to practice playing short passes. 


3 When the ball’s coming to you, you need enough room to swing 
your kicking foot. Get your non-kicking foot close to the side 


of the ball, balance using your arms and keep watching the ball 


When you got to p 
the centre of the ball with the inside of your foot and try to keep 
the ball low on the ground — that makes it easier to for your 


make sure you keep your ankle steady. Hit 


teammates to control it. 


How hard you hit the ball also depends on how far away your 
teammates are. You will learn this the more games you play, but 
if youre nor sure, just keep practising the short pass until you 
feel happier playing longer balls. 


Play the game: 


Starting small 


ed to be a great footba 


yu ne 
yOu [1 


ALL over the world, the very best football players learnt 
their skills fiest playing in small-sided games. ‘They 
might have been playing a their local park or on the 


streets of Brazil, but playi me with fewer players 


can give you the chance to learn the easiest, but most 
important, rules for being a good footballer 


Most small-sided gs 


game start with four or five players 
on each team, and on a much smaller pitch than usual 

When you don't have so many players, it means you 
can actually have more time to play with the ball and 
won't be stuck watching the game at the other end of 
the pitch 

Ihe mote time you spend on the ball, the more you'll 
know what to do with it. For instance, if you receive 
the ball but sometimes aren't sure who to pass to next, 


Perfect KI 


Can you find the surnames of this 
football team we've thrown together? 


er: Andrew DURANTE 


er: Billy CELESKI 
Shaun ONTONG 
Michael ZULLO- 

ielder: Shannon COLE 


Striker: Jamie HARNWELL 
iker: CRISTIANO 


helr nail the skill 


if you don't have as n teammates to choose from, 


you'll learn ‘o spot the best pass and play it quickly 
When there are less players, you will also have more 


chances to practice shootin, 


passing, dribbling and 


tackling. And it doesn't matter what position you start 


playing in, if there aren't as many players, it means you'll 


get the chance to play in defence and in attack, and find 
out which part of the game you enjoy the most 

When you play in different positions, you'll also find 
out what different players have to think about. If you're 
in defence, do you try to run past your opposition 
or pass the ball to your teammate? If you're a striker 


should you run strai 


teammates to help y 


Drink 


| = 


Ever got too tired to finish 
a game? Making sure you 
drink enough water can 
help you play your best 

in the big games 


WHEN the Qantas Socceroos played their 
2010 World Cup quali 
had to prepare to play in extreme heat. Even 


ainst Qacar, they 


in the Aussie summer, playing in the sunshine 
can take a lot out of your body — as well as 


your The best way to help your body 


cope with playing when it’s hot is to drink 
the right fluids 

If you're playing football this summer, it’s 
important to drink enough water. Australia’s 
star football players can cover more than 10 
kilometres in a game, and if they want to play 
at their top, they have to stay well hydrated, 

When your body is running low on liquid, 
you can get tired quickly and won't be able 
to play at your best. If you feel dizzy, have a 
headache or your legs feel tight and sore, its 
important to take a break. Sit in a shady spot 
and drink cold water until you feel better 


Stay away ftom fizzy drinks or energy drinks 


They'll just make you feel worse when you 
want to be playing your best — so just stick 
to the good stuff: water 

The best way to beat dehydration is to make 
sure you take your own water every time you 
go to training or play a game, Get your own 
hortle and take a drink break every 15 minutes 


And dont forget a couple of spares for your 


mates, Making sure every player on your team 


is 


operly hydrated is the best way to get the 


advantage over the opposition 


Behind every 
great win isa 
talented team 


a 
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siniat tinvestotess Funds Manager of the Year 


BLUE RIBBON AWARDS S Zurich Investments isthe winner of the Funds Manager of the Year 
S 


Award in the AFR Smart Investor Blue Ribbon Awards 2008. At 


Zurich Investments, we negotiate exclusive access to specialist 
Zurich is proud t 
football as an OF 


Chia raatel eseagie approach, which frees us to source the best managers in each asset 


managers that possess distinctive and disciplined investment styles. This 


dass, is a powerful advantage for our investors. For more information, 


: ® 
talk to your financial adviser or call 131 551. www.zurich.com.au ZURICH 


When cont ecialst investments, itis important that retail investors obtain the relevant cl a 2 iable indicator of fut 
performance, Zurich Investment Managem 5 Blue Street North Sydney NSW 2060 Austral 5 0 ch kn Dal zu10179—fullg0 


eoeeeenee 
How are you settling into life in New 
Zealand? Irs a good set up; the city is 
quite compact, which makes ica lov 
easier: There's a goud bunch of boys, 

but we haven't had the best start to the 
season ~ everything's been good apart 


the performances. 


It’s only three games in, but how do 
you feel the side is progressing? In all 
honesty, we've started very poorly — the 
only way is up. We're rock bottom and 
only get better, Ifyou said three 
weeks ago we'd be bottom of the table 
right now I would have said thar’s a 
load of rubbish, but we've been in 
poor form and ies simple as that, 


What's been Ricki Herbert’s message 
to the players? After the Adelaide game, 
we sat down and had a big chat, and we 


aiid workcharts We have been 
working as a team the last three weeks. 


Phoenix have a good blend of 
experience and talent; can you put 
your finger on why it hasn't worked 
so far? We've got a great squad and 
some really good players, but all of us 


~as individuals ~ have been below par. 
What you put that down to T don't 
know. Pre-season form was good 

itdoesn't count for much, but if you 
get good momentum you assume 
you'll have a few points on the board, 
though chat’s not the case. 


Are you happy with your own 
performances so far? Detinitely not 
I've been poor just like 


yone else 


and we know that: Personally, I 
to work a lor harder and I’m still 
finding my fitness. I'd love to be 
banging in the goals and I like 
Phoenix to be winning yames, but 
we've got to take one step at a time. 


Are you looking forward to £ 
your former club, Central Coast 
Mariners, this weekend? Ir'll be 
good, | still keep in touch with a few 
of the boys they're a great bunch. 
Thad three very successful years at the 
Mariners, I've moved on now and Td 
like to think I've moved ‘on to t 


GETTING BACK TOBASICS = 


Wellington Phoenix have endured a tough start, | 
but ADAM KWASNIK says don't count them out yet 


Sa) 


and better things, But you've got to 
work for ir. Ic doesnit jlst,.come to 
you, you've got to work reallyhard. 


a 


How hard was it to leave Central 
Coast and head over to Wellington? It 
Was an extremely hard time ~ had 
family issues that were lingering and it 
Was fouich and go. I spoke to my 
family and decided I needed a fresh 
start, and Phoenix was the best move. 
it 


I believe I've made the right move; 
mightn't say so on the rable ar the 
moment, but those results will come. 


If you fail to defeat the Mariners it'll 
be three losses from your first three 
home games; feeling the pressure? 
The pressure has been on from the 
word go. Even if we win, the pressures 
still going to be on, We've just got to 


concentrate on doing things ina 
simple fashion and getting back to 
basics. We've got a good squad, 
just a matter of getting those points 
on the board, and we hope to start it 
this week against the Mariners. 


Have your expectations changed after 
three rounds? Is a top-four berth still 
in sight? Definitely. That goes for any 
team. I know we're bottom of the 


table, but every team a couple of 


wet 


s into the season has expectations 
ing the top four. We still believe 
we can ack 
but ies all about working hard. 


of m: 


c that rop four position, 


Would this weekend be the ideal tin 
to get your first goal for Phoenix? 
{Laughs.] Definitely. Ue love it to 
happen, but I dont care who scores 
long as Phoenix are 
winning, It would be nice to score 


the goa 
against the old club, though. 


Do you think your old teammates 
will give you any grief or “special 
attention” during the game? 
They give me grief off the field, 
for sure, 


s 
even though I've crossed the 


Tasman! They'll go about their own 
game and we have to just worry abour 
our game. Hopefully T 
by and Phoenix will comé away with 
three points. 


éan sneak one 


CEAG RECESS 


THROWING DOWN 


It's been a great start to the season for Melbourne Victory, but captain KEVIN MUSCAT says 


his team is ready to take on all comers 


®@ WORDS Thomas Woodgate 


E has a reputation for being uncompromising 

on the pitch, while speaking his mind off 

Irs won him his fait 

fans, and one thing's for certain: the Hyundai 
A-League needs players like Kevin Muscat. If you're 
looking for a leader on the pitch, he’ your man. If you 
ant a sound bite after the game, Muscat’s your guy. 
So far this season, howey teammates have 
been doing all the talking, Muscat hasn't needed to say 
too much, not that this would usually stop him. An 
impressive opening to the season has seen Melbourne 
Victory collect seven points from a possible nine, the 
‘most recent win being an impressive 5-0 demol 
of last season's premiers, Neweastle Jets. 

Its early in the season and the signs are encouraging 
(as well as ominous to the rest of the league), bur Muscat 
isn't getting carried away yet. 

“People have been analysing (the 5-0 win), but what 
Pll say is we were very good,” Muscat says. “People have 
tried to allude thae Newcastle didn't play coo well, but 
the things we worked on during the week worked on 
the day.” 

Ie always straight down the line with Muscat, 
Victory's form, regardless of this early stage, has been 
impressive. There's an aggressive flair and hunger in the 
attacking third reminiscent of the 2006/07 season where 
they swept all before them, en route to an impressive 
premiershipmvictory. 

Muscat, though, is in no mood for nostalgia. “In a few 
rounds time we'll have a more accurate opinion on this, 
ir hard to judge form solely on three games,” he says. 

Muscat’ just pleased to let the artacking play 
dominate the opposition, making his job in the 
defensive third easier in the process. “We're very 
comfortable with the way we're playing and the brand 
and type of football were trying to achieve,” he explains. 

He refuses to get drawn into comparisons with past 
achievements, insisting it’s too easy to heap added 
pressure on his blossoming team. “Ar this point in time, 
we've still got a little bit to go to emulate and be as 
good as we were in that championship-winning year,” 
Muscat declares, 

One thing is for certain, though; the A-League is 
sitting up and taking notice. The recent demolition of 
Newcastle was an emphatic message to Melbourne's 
challengers, and the impact wasn't lost on Muscat. He 
can see their steely gaze beginning to focus on grand 
final victory. 


as well as 


share of er 


ion 
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“There are teams 
that are going to 
be saying we've 
gota decent chance 
now,” he says. 
“But, at the same 
time, Adelaide and 
Sydney have done 
the exact same thing 
we have.” 
Whether their rivals are keeping up with Victory’s 
blistering pace isn't the point, Columns and opinions 
pre-season merely glanced at Victory. ‘They picked up 
a few new players but none as high-profile as Sydney 
EC, Muscat says this allowed Melbourne to fly under 


the radar, and its these new signings he identifies as 
major contributors to Victory’s early form. 

“Not a lor of people in Australia knew what Michs 
Thwaite w. 


1s about, or what he could produce, even 
though he’s Australian. No one had heard of Jose Lui 
(Lopez) and some people might have scen Ney Fabi 
play a couple of times... ‘They don't know much about 
these boys,” Muscat explains. “All three of them have 

had a massive impact in a short period of time 

Impact is the word that best describes Victory’s start 
this season. ‘The squad is showing signs of real quality, 
cohesion, and understanding, even afier three games, 
that has Victory fans dreaming ofa second title in three 
years. For Muscat, that is down to the planning of senior 
figures at the club. 

“All of a sudden we've got a lot of depth and that 
hasn't happened by accident, the coach and management 
have put that in place,” Muscat muses. “We can look 
back to last year, we can look back two years, and all 
that counts for nothing because all that matters is what 
happens in the next three or four months.” 


Aa On any given 


day we're going to be 
a match for every 
team in this 
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No 
matter what 
t 
say, there is always 
an clement of looking 
back. ‘They say that if you 
Jose touch with the rise, you may 
give way to your fall. And its learning 
from previous experiences that enable players 
and teams to grow. 

Last season started less spectacularly for Vi 
consecutive draws to open the 2007/08 season meant 
Ernie Merrick’s side were playing catch-up for the 
rest of the season, which ultimatel: 
berth, After that disappointment, its the aim of getting 
back to previous heights that’s driving Muscat and his 
teammates this season. 

“We know starting, well gives you a huge advantage,” 
he says. “A lot of the boys have been here the past two 
seasons and they've seen that the difference between 
the two is night and day. 

“Asa group of players we got together and discussed 
a number of things and set ourselves some clear goals 
—one at the top of the agenda was to start well. 

“We've gor to start well, so it’s been a focus; something 
we realised and werent scared to speak about.” 

But Muscat has far too much experience to start 
ng rash predictions. He remains realistic that the 
season is early and big statements only set you up for 
a fall — something he’ desperate to avoid this year. 

“All you can do is play to the best of your ability 
and, more times than not, if you do this the results will 
look afier themselves,” Muscat says. “With the squad 
of players, the men we've got going forward, and the 
defensive structure, I think on any given day wee 
going to be a match for every team in this competition.” 
Ominous words indeed. 


am captains 


ctory. Five 


cost them a finals, 


ES. 
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Rather 
than resting, 

Victory have used the 

recent international break as just 


another chance to maintain focus. 


We've gone back to training and we've enjoyed 
the week off, not by relaxing and putting our feet 


up, but by doing fimess testing and working harder 


than we have in previous weeks,” Muscat s 


This weekend, it’s just business as usual; at hom 


to Adelaide United and Muscat isn't looking too, Sig 


ahead. 
to accurately say who’ going to be in ANG 
he says, “We'll worry about what we ca 
welll let everyone else worry about thems AiR 

“We just look forward to play 
crowds at‘Telstra Dome, because they gi 
Muscat tunderstands Melbourne owe their & 


ason, and knows exactly what they have 
We know we've got t0 go out thei 
these people, because they give us so much and 
the least we can do is go out there and play the 
type of foorball they want... and that’s by 
attacking and having a go at the other teams. 


rerything you achieve you have to earn.” (4 


There's too much water to go wader the Bigs 
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srnational break has come at a good time for Newcastle Jets, but 
JOEL GRIFFITHS belgie it's time for the premiers to show some pride 


HINGS are not going to plan at Neweastle, fe either.” Griffichs says. 

The beginning of their tieletdéfetee thle :itmpottant not to lose the lesson we 

Hyundai A-League 2008/09)seas6n hasn't quite were taught — hopefully fes.a kick up the bum and 

gone to plan. They've stuttered through their we can wear our heart on out sleeve the next time 

opening three games, only the beginning of we play because we've got to keep moving forwards.” 

the season mani there's a! eliet within the club that And irs during the reeent break for international 
foorball har Neweastle have stepped up the intensity 


“agule season 
“ili with marquee singing 


Sad the more gates hi 
for the team, 
to know each other a little better 
good qualifies that can benefit our 
that,” Griff 
“I wewante 


‘of expectation will only grow if performance 
Speciation dont Hpi “Zac tll peers to grips with hi 
Plot of the time 


st Melbourne) then we’ 
for the wooden spoon.” 
Of bottom-table finishes is premature for success, Two cals from th 
i isa solid return, althoug 


(coach Gary Van Egmond) doesn't like 
beaten the way we did and obviously che teat 
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, i inue in the ri at as an opportunity to ignite the fire in their season. 
place at the right time, and hopefully “Sydney are a quality team with a really good 
T'll be amongst the goals again. attacking third,” he says. “They're going to belpough, 
“Bur that’s not on my mind at the but we've got to be on our gameigindl ne 

moment —its about getting the three perform a lot better chang 


points in HOt nett pAme against 


felbotirne. 
Beason around, start 
the beard anc go from 
ir’s avery Fy important pame 
the team know thai 
riffiths’ team aspirations @ 
will hinder Neweastles star player, 
and last season's top scorer in the A-League, a chance 
push himself at the highest level: namely, with 
part in Pim Verbeck’s Socceroos squad. 
Omitted from the recent Netherlands friendly 
and Uzbekistan World Gup qualifier, Griffiths is 
finces will affect 


and eo the next time w 
the jerseys — that is something’ 
th 


‘a team wins as one, so do! wary of how his ns 


BURNING BRIDGES 


For Sydney's junior marquee player 
MARK BRIDGE this weekend's game 
is the one he’s been waiting for 


Many players, when returning to a former club, 
will play down the occasion and claim it's just 
another fixture in an important season, so the 
cliché goes. Not with Mark Bridge. 

He's relishing it, even saying it's one of the 
first fixtures he looked out for. "Yeah, | looked 
out for my return to EnergyAustralia,” Bridge 
admits. “I'm very excited about the game, I'm 
looking forward to going back there and getting 
three points for Sydney.” 

A striker not short on confidence, helped by 
being the grand/final winner for Newcastle in 
February, his deflection to Kosmina's Sydney 
revoltition wasn't the best kept secret in A 
League history. “The (Jets) supporters were 
booing me last season when they knew | was 
talking to Sydney,” Bridge explains. "So |'m not 
expecting anything other than a couple of boos 
this weekend,” Indeed he might, but Bridge is 
certain the move from Newcastle to Sydney has 
been the right one for him, “The club's a lot 
more professional at Sydney. The way things 
are done you can see it's one of the biggest 
clubs in the A-League.” 

Bridge is also quick to point that, in his 
opinion, the home side will be dealing with 
more than just the return of a former player 
and teammate. 

Newcastle are going to be out to win, but 
we've got a lot of dangerous players they're 
gonna have to worry about besides me," 
Bridge warns, “If we can score early we should 
shut the game out pretty early. 

“The team’s been playing excellent, It's only 
three weeks into the season and we're already 
playing brilliant football and it's only getting 
better — we're going to be hard to stop." 

And if Bridge gets on the sheet himself 
this weekend, will he temper any celebrations? 
“l've been know to be a smart-ass with some of 
my celebrations ~ |'Il just to wait and see what 
| feel like at the weekend,” he says. 


in'defeat. And although it’s easy 

for critics to focus on a particular 

"player, or in the case of Neweastle the 
(quisition of their imports, in times 


his own personal am 

“Pim likes to rew: fat are on the 
top of the ladder, so it (Neweastle’s strugeliny 
performances) will hinder that #ilittle bir. Say 
that, though, it’s up fous —as players — to 

“We're in a situation Where we can chan; 
mind, so it’s up to uigige dolthe hard work on the 
training field, andiimpefully iell pay off in the game.” 
And the pay-ol Id affect Griffiths’ forcune: 
both on and off the held. “Football's a funny thing: 
you're here one dayiand then you're off the next. 
You never know Where you're going to be.” 

Ics an honest and frankegt@eerment, and shouldn't 
ignite wantaway rumoursFoF Newcastle Jets fans, 
though, they'll be hopingtepee Griffiths fire them 
to a back-to-back premiershipeehis season. 


shtness of the 


toe yt 


le knew it wagn'’t 
but 
if we play the Way 
we did against 
Melbourne well be 


playing for the B 


“4 ~ wooden Spoon. 
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OTHER SIDE OF THE 


As Perth Glory continue to struggle for results at the start of theseason, it appears to be the sam 
old story in the west — but club captain JAMIE COYNE remains optimistic the future is bright 


@ WORDS Thomas Woodgate 


HE alarm bells are ringing in Western Austr 
‘Three games in, no wins on the board and what 
looks like another season at the foot of the table 
awaits Perth Glory fans. But delve deeper and 
there are signs thae this is, in fact, a season where 
Glory are ready to make a favourable impression in 
the Hyundai A-League. And the man keen to be 
forefront of this change is club captain Jamie Cc 

Leading his charges into battle and up the ladde 
is ar the forefront of Coyne’s mind, and he’s adamant 
the times ahead are positive, scoffing at critics who 
—even at this early stag condemning Glory to the 
wooden spoon, That's not to say Coyne isn't concerned 
by his side’s star 

“Obviously, v disappointed with the results, we 
would have liked more points under our belt,” he 
“But there are definitely some positive signs. 

“We're happy with the type of football we've been 
playing; ics been very attacking and entertaining,” 

Football is a balancing act between the creativity 
of a free-flowing attack and the disciplinary, more 

;mented approach to defending, Ics perhaps a juggle 
the team is still mastering, 

“We're scoring a few goals, but we're letting too many 
in ies that simple at the moment,” Coyne 
recent break for international football has given the 
skipperand coach David Mitchell the opporeunicy to 
address areas that have cost the side much-needed points. 

“We'te not happy with the defensive 
admits, “Instead of trying to win game: 

a. 1-0 or 2-0 will do us at the moment.” 

For all their attacking fair, it hasn't quite happened 
defensively for Perth. Coyne, as both captain and 
defender, is ready for all that to change. “You don't really 
enjoy your football when you're not winning matches 
and, as captain, you take on more responsibility than 
everyone else,” he says. “And you want to be a part of 
the transition to help the team move forwards. 

According to Coyne, however, it’s not all doom aed 
gloom around Members Equity Stadium. “The attitude 
of the players, of everyone in the team, is very positive,” 

‘And the imports have gelled very well 
started the season really well.” 
no denying the positive impact Perth's re 
have had on the pitch and, thanks to Coyne and his 


Purple reign: Coyne laces 
a tough captaincy at Perth 
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% teammates’ help, they're settling well off it too. 
[™ - : However, it’s on the pitch where results have 
r unsettled. A disappointing performance against Adelaide 
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United in round one was followed by a heart-breaking 
last-gasp equaliser from Newcastle Jets in a game Perth 
should have won, ‘Then came the 5-2 defeat to Sydney 
FC in round three, Perth started the game brightly, but 
a controversial 20¢h-minute ted card for Dino Djulbic 
set the tone for a disheartening afternoon. 
though, is in the aftermath of a 
es can be derived and built upon for 
future matches. “Once you step away 
from the game, the day after you 
think about how you actualy played 
pretty well, and there are positives to 
come out of it.” \ 

Its in these moments Coyne’s 
role as captain becomes crucial. “At 
half-time against Sydney (being down 
to 10 men and losing 4-1) you've got to concentrate 
and make sure everyone stays motivated to make 
sure we dont roll over,” Coyne says, And it’s in 
conjunction with Michell that the two men become 
a bandwagon of selfbeliefand 


Coyne is keen to stress that, as the cliché 
goes, the season is a marathon, not a sprint. 
“As captain you remind everyone that it’ 
a long season,” he says defiantly. “We're 
still moving in the right direction, and 
we feel we've got a lot to offer to the 
competition come end of the year.” 

‘And what position does Coyne expect, 
realistically, Perth to be in at the end 
of the A-League season? 

“We, like everyone else, 
expect to be in the top four,” 
he says. “We feel we're good 
enough at the moment. 

We don't feel we've played 
anyone where we've thought 
they're better than us; 
we've just come away 
from games disappointed 
because we should have 
got better results. 
“Irs the early part of 

the season, and there's no 
reason to stress yet.” 


that the end of the season is a 
long way off, that we're only 
three games in, and there are a 
lot of points up for grabs. He 
reminded us that this is just 
one game out of 21.” 
And the team’s much- 
improved second-half 
performance against 
Sydney is indicative of 
the impact Coyne and 
Mitchell had on the team. 
Even after a defeat, Coyne 
exerts his influence to reignite his teammates’ 
desire for success. “Ie natural for the team to 
be down after losing a game, you wouldn't 
expect them to be any other way, but you 
have to look at the positives,” he says. 
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And in this season, the onus is certainly on Perth 
—who've been underachievers in the league's short 
history — to make more of an impression, Coyne is 

also quick to realise that history — especially a negative 
one — can weigh heavily when trends aren't reversed. 

“The thing is, there are a lot of new players in the 
team this year, and it’s Mirch’ first full season, so they, 
don't have that burden,” Coyne says. “I dont think you 
can really relate what's happening this year to what’ 
happened in the past.” 

Coyne also has one eye on his own future. Socceroos 
recognition hasn't come as easily as it might had Coyne 
been plying his trade at a more successful club. But he 
remains pragmatic on his continual omission from the 
national team. 

“Players playing in winning teams obviously stand 
out a lot more,” Coyne says of international selection. 
“But if you deserve to be there, you'll be there.” 

‘This doesn't mean Coyne will re-consider his future 
path, and the disappointment hasn't deterred Coyne 
from the job at hand. “As a club we're trying to move 
forward and think about what's happening now and 
in the future,” he says. “And, as captain, you want to 
be a part of that and help it move forward.” 
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FRESH from smashing the British transfer record by 
signing Brazilian Robinho, it appears Manchester City 
may set their sights on compatriot Kaka (above). 

Robinho has put City on the international map and 
Kaka’s agent fuelled speculation this week, having 
been linked with Chelsea during the recent window. 

It is believed AC Milan may consider selling the 
midfielder at season's end for $175m. 

“| think Manchester City are headed in the right 
direction, but they have big work to do,” Kaka’s 
representative Diogo Kotscho says. 

“Kaka would prefer a club like Chelsea, Real 
Madrid or Milan, but we never know. 

“This season Manchester City do not have a team 
to win the Champions League. Maybe next season 
they can get into that competition - they have the 
prospects to be good enough.” 


BLACKBURN boss Paul 


g Ince has backed Vince 

6 Grella (left) to become 

2 a Premiership hit, despite 
$ the midfielder running out 
& of puff in last week's debut 
2 against West Ham. 

cs Grella, who is in doubt 
= for this week's clash with 
& Arsenal after suffering 

2 a calf strain while with 

@ _ the Socceroos, was taken off at half-time of his EPL 
= debut. Ince revealed that a Frank Grella approached 
= _ him before the pair went up the Upton Park tunnel 

+ athalf-time and told him he was struggling. 

2 “He had no more petrol in the tank,” revealed 

= _ Ince, who switched Brett Emerton into Grella’s 

< midfield position from the wing in the second half. 


“He only arrived a few days before the game, 
plus he's not used to playing in the Premiership 
and it will take time, but he will come good.” 

Grella has also had to forgo his favoured no. 
13 shirt (occupied by Georgian Zurab Khizanishvili), 
opting for 11 instead. 
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‘SPURS SIGNING STILL UNITED 
NEW Tottenham striker Fraizer Campbell (below) 
has revealed that he is likely to return to Old 
Trafford at the end of the season. 

The 20-year-old was used as a sweetener by 
savvy Sir Alex Ferguson in the seemingly never- 
ending saga that saw Dimitar Berbatov head to 
Manchester United. “I've had’ various meetings 
with him (Sir Alex Ferguson) and I'm in his plans 
for the future,” said Campbell. 

“Hopefully | can get some experience, - 
come back and get a place in his team.” 

Campbell played in United’s season-opening 
draw with Newcastle after returning from a 
successful loan spell with Hull City last season. 
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HAMMERED OUT 
WEST Ham managerial target Slaven Bilic (left) 
insists rumours about a possible move to London 
are more of a help than a hindrance to Croatia’s 
2010 World Cup campaign. 
Hammers chiefs made a quickfire visit to 
Zagreb to make a pitch to their overwhelming 
choice and a handsome pay increase from his 
current $350,000 salary. 
“It has not been a distraction, it might have 
even been a help,” Bilic says, “I feel honoured 
to have been linked with a big club in one of 
the biggest leagues in the world, 
“| am not sure whether some people in 
England understand the pride and passion that 
we feel representing our country. But it means 
something special to us all. Money never enters 
my head when | am representing Croatia.” ; 
But with Bilic unlikely to walk from a two-year i] 
deal with the Croatian FA, Hammers’ technical 
director Gianaluca Nani is eager to put his Italian } 
stamp on things with former Chelsea star 
Gianfranco Zola set to replace Alan Curbishley. 
Bilic was last season approached by Fulham 
and Manchester City. 
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A dream move to England was just what MILE STERJOVSKI 


wanted, but it hasn’t quite gone to plan for the Socceroos man 


1 WORDS David Davutovic 


ILE Sterjovski could be forgiven 
for thinking he has erred in joining 


Derby County. 

Consider this chain of events since he 
joined from Turkey last January: He has not 
yer casted victory, the Rams were relegated 
from the English Premier League and now, 
en struggling to break 
into the squad, let alone the starting XI. 

To rub salt into the wound, Derby are 
stuck to the bottom of the Championship, 


somehow, he is e 


the UK's second-tier league, having secured 
a mere point in four outings. 

As the voices of discontent grow louder at 
Pride Park, coach Paul Jewell’s winless streak 
is up to 36 and counting. 


Clearly out of favour, Sterjovski could 
have opted to file a transfer request du 
the recent window and tried his luck 


elsewhere. He opted instead to roll his, 
sleeyes up and keep quiet. 

Even a goal against South Africa while on 
Australia duty in mid-August did nothing 
to sway Jewell, leaving Sterjovski out of the 
squad thereafter. The 29-year-old admits 
the Socceroos hit-outs have been ideal and 
hopes to brealc into the squad once he 
returns from the World Cup qual 

“Tid like to get some more game time 
in the near future,” Sterjovski says. “I did 
the whole pre-season with Derby and was 
unfortunate to get injured before the season 
started. But it didnt affect me too much. 

“With the South Africa game, it was 
really good to get a run after three weeks. 
Thadnt played a game for that long, but 
Lfele pretty sharp. 

“Without having match fitness I don't, 
know if I would’ve lasted 90, so I was happy 
to play 60.” 

Sterjovski’s goal against South Africa at 
Loftus Road — a sublime first-time volley 
past the onrushing keeper — was more 
significant than he has been credited for. 


er. 


Ie was Vincenzo Grella who released 
Sterjovski after dinking a clever ball over 
the South African defence. Impressed with 
Grella’s performance, Blackburn manager 
Paul Ince made immediate enquiries and 
eventually hijacked the midfielder from 
under the noses of at least two rival Premier 


i 


ue clubs, 


made a few runs before that one and 
spoke to Vinnie about it after the game,” 
Sterjovski said. “He tried to put the ball 
over a few times and luckily on the third 
and I just 


occasion it was a perfect ba 
lobbed it over the keeper’ 


Sterjovski could no doubt pass on a few 


pointers to his Socceroos teammate, having 
tasted four months of England’s top flight 
catlier this y 
start he is confident, with a 46-game 
campaign, Derby can climb towards 
the Championship summit. 


Despite their disastrous 


Jewell is under massive pressure from 
Rams fans who were promised a swift 
return to the Premiership on the back 
of a summer shopping spree. 
“We've got a lot of new players and it will 
take time for them to gel,” Sterjovski admits. 
Is automatic promotion still on the cards? 
“Ie still possible,” he said. “You can't say at 
this early stage, but we have the squad to do 
it. If we get on a roll, get our confidence up, 
I think its possibl 
One of those new faces at Pride Park is 
Ruben Zadkovich, but he has been unable 
to transfer his goalscoring feat for the 
Olyroos in Beijing to his new club. 
The former Sydney EC utility last 
week underwent a hernia operation and 
I be sidelined for another three weeks, 
I've tried to make him feel welcome, 
Sterjovski jokes. 
“Obviously he was away at the Olympics, 
but hopefilly he gets back quickly and can 
play a part this season.” 
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TURKISH DELIGHT 


He lit up the skies above Adelaide United’s Hindmarsh Stadium, but it's now in one of 
Europe’s most cultural countries that BRUCE DUJITE is continuing his football education 


@ WORDS Jack Korb 


RUCE Djite has mixed heritage in his blood. 
Born in Washingcon DC — his father hai 
from Ivory Coast and his mother from ‘logo 
Djite moved to Sydney when he was three, 
before moving on to Adelaide, Now a big transfer to 
Genclerbisligi has Djite calling Turkey home, Djite 
is a mover and a shaker, quite literally. 

A highly impressive Hyundai A-League season 
2007/08 for Adelaide United saw his football stock rise 
considerably, so much so that he’s reached the heights 
of Australia selection, as well as securing the big transfer 
to Europe. 

Ies.a bold moye for a player who, at the age of 21, 
is still learning his trade, “Is been quite a big culture 
shock,” Djite says of his move. “I'm adapting OK and 


every day is a new learning experience, and P'll be better 

for the 
the fruits of his move are still yee to mature, as he’s 

only been there three months, but during this time 

Djite’s eyes have been opened, He’ under no illusions 

of the task that awaits him. In fact, he’s teady for it. 

“The game's a lot quicker out there (Turkey) — it’s 
much, much quicker,” Djite explains. “I found adjusting 
to the speed of the game the hardest thing, Everything 
is pretty much 100 miles an hour, at least that’s what ir 
feels like to me, 

“Bur I've adjusted to that now.” 

And it’s in this challenging new environment that 
Djite says the company he’s now keeping will only help 
him continue to improve, “The A-League is physical, 
bur this is a whole new level,” he says. 

Adapting to his surroundings is nothing new for 
Djite. “Being with the Olympic team and Socceroos, 
and the countries that we go to, means its nothing 
Thaven't seen before.” 

And aside from showing his new fans and teammates 
what he’ capable of, he’ got cultural differences to 
overcome as well. 

“Everyones Muslim and they're very religious, so that’s 
a big difference from Australia,” he says. “I'll be there 
before games strapping my ankle and there'll be guys 
beside me on the Moor with their towels praying 
— stuff like that is pretty big for them 


xperience,” 


“[¢’5 not affecting me in a bad way or anything like 
that, ic.a different lifestyle they live and a different 
culture I’m living in. 
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“[ respect their culture and they respect mine 
~ it's mutual respect, so its all good.” 

And then there’ the subject of language. les a 
common problem in football today; such is the 
international nature of the world game. “(lurkish is) 

a hard language to learn, but I've picked up a handful 
of words, the basics: come, go, left, right. 

“As long as yout playing well and you can 
communicate on the field then you should be alright.” 
Even communicating with his new coach, Mesut 
Bakkal, is problematic, "When I have meetings wich 
him I have a translator, but even then it’s not in good 
English so I don't know what the coach's expectations 

are of me,” he says. 
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But his teammates have been welcoming, helped 
mostly by the trail that’ been blazed by Aussies at 
Genclerbirligi. “Uosip) Skoko’ been there and they 
love him and Nicky Carle, too,” he says, “The guys here 
speak highly of them so when I came they immediately 
took to me and wanted to help me ~ they want me to be 
successful, They have the idea that if Tm successful and 
everyone else is successful, then the club will be.” 

Helping Djite settle into his new home is fellow 
Aussie James Troisi, His recent arrival is not only great 
news for Djite, but for his new team as well. “They 
asked me about Troisi and I told them what a talented 
player he is,” he explains. 

“The international break came at a good time for 
Djite, having already made his debut for Genclerbirligi 
And, remaining laidback and confident, Djite tooke 
that particular occasion in his stride. “I wasnt that 
nervous,” he recalls. “We drew 1-1, but it was good to 
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get the game out of the way and now the season is in full 
swing ~ I'm just hoping to go back there and give some 
good performances.” 

And the season ahead should prove a massive learnt 
experience. ‘There’ the opportunity to play against 
some of Europe’ best, in the form of Galatasaray and 
Fenerbahce, as well as the enthusiastic and passionate 
supporters in Turkey. 

“They are fanatical, the fans really get into their 
foorball and their teams,” he says, But there are 
experiences of an opposite nature that he's also learning — 

om. “Last weekend I played in a closed stadium 
because the fans of the opposition had a punishment, 
but they were still outside making lots of noise,” 

Noise is something Djite is hoping to transfer to 
his Socceroos career. He's been getting involved with 
Australia, but he’s yet co truly light up the international 
stage, and that’s something he’s hoping his move to 
‘Turkey will help him rectify. 

“Playing, with better players in a big league like that 

only going to make you bette” he says. “I don't 
think it’s possible to go backwards when you're playi 
against that type of opposition and when you've got 
training facilities like we do at our club — there's no 
reason why you can’t progress.” 

Djite is also hoping his step-up in football 
surroundings will convince Socceroos coach Pim — 
Verbeck to make him a permanent fixture in the 
upcoming crucial World Cup qualifiers. “He (Pim) is 
happy I've moved to a good league like the one ‘Turkey 
has,” Djite says. “He thinks highly of the league so, for 
the national team setup, it was a positive move and 
avery important one for me.” 

And Djite won't have to wait long for his 
homecoming, when Qatar and Australia face each 
other on October 15 at Brisbane's Suncorp Stadium, 
Already the excitement is building for Adelaide 
United's former front man, “I would do anything 
to make that squad, absolutely anything. 

“P'm hoping to be involved and to play at Suncorp 
again — that would be awesome. They've got a great 
stadium and when we last played there against Iraq, 
there were 50,000 people and they really inspired us. 

“T'm really looking forward to the match.” 

And if he was to score the winning goal? “Id be 
a dream come true,” he says with a laugh. 
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SeasonGuide 


is the 2008-2009 competition’s official information handbook 


IT’S A FAN’S 
ESSENTIAL 


COMPANION! 
ON SALE NOW! 


It features complete A-League player profiles, photos and statistics, 
contact details plus every club’s comprehensive records 
and all-time A-League records. 


There's also an interactive section where fans can list all the relevant 
info from their team’s performance round by round. 
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17 Energie Cottbus (ESS Se 10 Juventus if 10 Levadiakos 42. Genclerbirligh eet 
48 Hannover 96 PR 55 1 ‘1 Napoli 1010 Panserraikos 18 Kocaelispor 24 
42) Roma roto Treaswoules “34 Gonderbirigi OFTAS a4 
Last Round Results 13. Sampdoria 1010 15 stardul Suyutsenir BSK ee) 
1o0r 16 Antalyespor 20 
29-Aug-08 Karlsruhe G-2 FCKoin 1 004 17 Ankaragucu ay 
+ WAug-08 ViLWolisbur 2-2 Eintracht Frankfurt 00 F 38 Ankaraspor | 40 
90-Aug-08 BorussiaMctecbech 3-2 Werder Bremen 1007 1 iS 
30-Aug-08 Energie Cotes 6-1 Borussia Dortmund 1O0F 60 Last Round Results 
30-Aug-08 BayerLeverimses 5-2 TSGHolfenheim 1001 cae Date 
‘30-Aug-06 Arminia Bielefeld 2. ‘Hamburg SV roo? a2 ‘23-Aug-08 Ankaragucy ‘Trabzonspor 
30-Aug-08 Schalke Dt 4-8 WiLBochum 43 30-Aug-08 Ankeraspor 0-2 Gaziantepspor’ 
‘31-Aug-08 Bayern Murch 4-1) Hertha Berlin T2 ‘30-Aug-08 Fenerbahce 2-0 |stanbul Buyuksebir BSK 
atAug-08 VIBStuticst 2-0 Hannover 86 54 30-Aug-08 Kocaslspor «0-2 _Sivasspor 
Inter Miles: 56 ‘31-Aug-08 Bursaspor 2-0 Genclerbirligi 
Up Coming Fixtures Palermo 46 ‘31-Aug-08 —Denizlispor 4-2 Antalyasoor 
Boog, 66 St-AvgO8 EskisehirsporK 0-0 Genclerbiri OFTAS 
‘Ye-Sep-08 Eintracht Franktaet Naot 3.3 ‘31-Aug-06 Kayserispor 0-0 Galatasaray 
19-Sep-08 Hertha Berta ‘ See 33 Oi-Sep08 Besites 2-0 Konyaspor 
13-Sep-08 Hamburg SY ’ i= 24 
‘13-Sep-08 FC Koln ' Catania Calcio. Gomme 5.5 
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Each week AFW profiles a player or team from the leagues across 


magazine — this is for YOU and/or your team. This week... 


— IN THE Australia. Profiles on John Aloisi can be found elsewhere in the 


NAME Anthony Downey 
AGE 55 
NICKNAME Fonz 


Fo: all about consistency. A dozen games her 


a 


dozen games there, right? How about 49 consecutive 
Not possible we hear you say? Well, Downey; aka Fonz, is 
living proof that it’s possible. 

“Tye had the odd (minor) injury, but nothing’ that kept me 
out for eason,” he tells us of this amazing feat. Fonz 
might not be a one-man team ~ he played for at le 
— but considering that’s spread over the course of 49 seasons he's 
certainly a loyal play 


-asons? 


entire 


seven 


as 1960, Fonz remembers going down to __life, Fonz is not one of those. Oh no. Su 


he lacks the pace of his 
younger years, but he uses his (considerable) experience in other 
to benefit the team. And the memories continue to flood in, 
even if the goals don't. “The highlight was winning the over-35 
days,” he remembers fondly. division in 2001/02,” he tells us. “We beat Brookvale and they 
Bur that's not to say Fonz didn't gee his fair share of goals 
“In the 1981/82 season I had a competition with one of the 
strikers,” he tells us with great enthusiasm. “We both ended up 


Manly Vale with his mother where he was signed up on the spot 
and played his 
back. 


+t game and, as the cliché goes, he never looked are 
“Tm a natural left-footer, so I was on the left wit 


z in those 


had Alan Hunter, Graham Amold and a few of those guys in the 
side.” Impressive stuff, Fonz. 
Bur, at the age of 55, does he think it’s time to hi 


the boots 
getting 26 goals that season and won the league—we still call each up and perhaps enjoy a more sedate pastime of watching instead 
other 26 now.” of playing? What do think? Not likely. “I'm 55 now and I'm 

While most players drift out of the game altogether larer on in thinking the football might go as long as the working careet.” 
Well football is definitely more of a priority than work if you 
ask us. 

He’ as passionate off the field, regularly watching Arsenal in 
the English Premier League and Sydney FC in the Hyundai 
A-League, as well as remembering with 
at North Sydney Oval 

Oh and the guy in the picture with him? Thar’s Neil Jary, a 
Londoner who’ a mad Chelsea supporter (and those Chelse 


t fondness Northern 


Spir 


fans 


are not usually ones to mess with), and, according to Fonz, the 
picture doesnt rel che full story... “We didrit have a punch-up; 
held clashed heads with someone e 


See, looks can be deceiving; just dontt bet on Fonz taking it any 
easier on the football pitch any time soon, 


AFW wants to hear from YOU too. Get in touch. Individual 
players, local teams ~ ail skill levels, all ages, all areas, Talk 
to AFW today: footballweekly @newsmagazines.com.au 


1 Who's the all-time 4 Vy de B_Whi 
Jeading goal scorer of the A-Leagu amian _sHighest 
Hyundai A-League? M position fir 


5. From where did Sydney 9. Which player holds 

FC sign Alex Brésque? _the record for most 
appearances for 
Queensland Roar? 


playets from Ecuador 
playedinihe ALe 


3. What coufitry is Sydney _beigt A y... who won the 

FC’s former marquee. 

player Dwight Yorkefrom? — 7. Who is the Newcastle 
Vets vice-captain? 


p in the first 
here it is tel 


panun apres SUEIBOC e A , r WK Z a 
k 8 Je PUES 1} SUEMSNY 
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EXPANSION 
Frorto colawen Un mary toners 
if fcinielelsiele cieri=unit ef Vive) elcsca (elit ss 
‘Pines ied Elyunetl aS Eesleled ie sec) 
NSN or pode lt euresthetsionite 
Peale ere al neyinutnel| bevisno tre 
srpense Re COUIAT Ia OT (sold Const 


THE IMPORTS... 
APART FROM ZURA 
justified thelr 
ler, Dad 
maa. The jury 


WAGON WHEELS: 
They re Dig (ul of criocolate, arid Ios 
Wit Buca sustihe tone when patric 
the man yourold In your holds toeethet 


GOALS, GLORIOUS GOALS 
The previous two rounds of the Hyundai 
ave been goal-tastic and 


DOWNS 


DEFENDING 
‘Are there loads of goals just because 
the defending’s shoddy? N 
and we do want the entertainment fo 


(Sey 
and manag 


FITHS HAIR: 


JOEL GHIFI 


SIMON HILLS GOATEE 


Brawl 


your full 


trd.com.au 


The rules 
have changed 


The TRD Aurion is the world’s first production car to feature a four-lobe Eaton TVS supercharger. 
So its 3.5 litre quad-cam V6 delivers 241kW of power and 400Nm of torque. Handling is 
superb thanks to a unique sports suspension setup while a high performance braking system 
pulls it up effortlessly. To organise the test drive of your life call your Toyota Dealer today. 


Harvey Norman Harvey Norman Harvey Norman Harvey Norman Harvey Norman 


MONTHS INTEREST FREE 


|10% Deposit. Monthly Repayments Required” 


THIS TELEVISION 1S 


FULL HD 


1080 


[ Forthe timate 
| High Definition Experience 


TOSHIBA 


SAMSUNG (32") 81CM FULL HD LCD TELEVISION. TOSHIBA (37") 94CM FULL HIGH DEFINITION LCD TELEVISION, 


Full high definition 1920 x 1080p, 30,0001 dynamic contrast ratio, DNIe+ clear panel, wide colour Full HD 1920 x 1080p resolution, 100Hz integrated digital TV. HD ready, 500cd/m* brightness, 
enhancer 2, entertainment mode, (As2Ass0PIF + ax HOMI, 1x PC terminal. s7xvs004 


THIS TELEVISION IS. 


L HD 


1080 — 


UP TO THE VALUE OF Forme Unimate Forte Unimate 
$250" High Dotintion Experience: oe "3050" ee High Definition Experience 


@ic: S195 Panasonic 
LG (50") 127CM FULL HD PLASMA TELEVISION, + PANASONIC (50") 127CM FULL HD PLASMA TELEVISION. 


New XD Engine, 1920 x 1080p resolution, 100Hz True HD, 1000cd/m* brightness, 30000,1 contrast Full HD 1920 x 1080 resolution, 1,000,000.1 dynamic contrast ratio, integrated HD tuner, more 
ratio, 14 bit processing, 4x HDMI inputs, soPo0FD {than 134 billion colours. rhsopze00n 


i Forthe imate 
1 High Definition Experience } 


$3795 


~ 
PHILIPS (47") 119CM FULL HD LCD TELEVISION. PHILI PS 


1920 x 1080p resolution, 30,000:1 dynamic contrast, Perfect Pixel HD Engine, 
Perfect Natural Motion, Ambilight Spectra 3. 4x HDMI, é7pri.97030 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL s 
orman 5 
8 
www.harveynorman.com.au 
Harvey Norman stores are operated by independent franchisees. Product offers end 17/09/08, (71300 46 Gn ae it Je a 


+1, The Promotion commences on Friday 29th August 2008 and closes at 5.00pm on Sunday 21st September 2008, The Promoter is Generic Publications Pty Limited A.B.N. 35 104 215 241 21A Richmond Rd, Homebush West 
NSW.2140. NSW Permit Number: LTPS/08/08199 VIC Permit Number: 08/3630 SA Permit Number: 108/320 ACT Permit Number: TP (8/03322. Terms and conditions apply, see in store for details. *2. Conditions of 50 months 
Interest Free with 10% deposit and monthly repayments offer: Available to approved customers on single or multiple transactions on GO and GO Business MasterCard and GE CreditLine between 06/09/08 and 28/09/08. 10% 
deposit, Minimum financed amounts of $1250 on GO and GO Business MasterCard, and $2000 on GE CreditLine apply. Offer available on purchases from Harvey Norman franchisees. Minimum monthly repayments must be 
made during the interest free period, and interest and repayments are payable after the interest free period, Paying only the minimum monthiy repayment will not pay out the loan before the end of the interest free period. Offer 
available on advertised or ticketed price. This notice is given under each of the GO and GO Business MasterCardand GE CrecitLine Conditions of Use (as applicable) which specity all other conditions for this offer. Establishment 
fee (on new accounts only), account service fee (currently $3.95 per month on GO MasterCard and GE Creditine. Currently $2.95 per month on GO Business MasterCard) and other fees and charges are payable. For GO and 
GO Business MasterCard, credit is provided by GE Capital Finance Australia (ABN 42 008 583 588) and for GE CreditLine, credit is provided by GE Finance Australasia Pty Ltd (ABN 88 000 015 485) both trading as GE Money. 


